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“OPERATION SPIRITUAL CONTINUES” 


Of course, you know what Operation Spiritual is by 
now. Does every member of your Luther League know 
about it? Well, they do if you introduced them to it with 
the return of October. That is, they know what the first 
project is—The Study of Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 
That was Project I, but there are other projects to come. 

However, the way to begin any such program is to 
start with its beginning, not simply pick it up later at 
some point along the line. So, if you have not inaugurated 
Project I of Operation Spiritual in your League in the 
month of October, begin N-O-W. (Refer to pages 16 
and 17 of the September issue of The Luther League Re- 
view for suggestions on how to introduce it, or see The 
League Link, four-page quartérly communication from 
Headquarters recently mailed to all local presidents.) 

If you have completed Project I, you are now ready to 
undertake Project II. Then you will encourage your young 
people—of all age-groups—to be daily Bible readers. This 
may best be done by suggesting that they make use of 


such daily devotional manuals of their Church as, Light | 
for Today and The Word in Season. The first is published | 
every two months and the second every quarter. Either ° 
may be obtained from The United Lutheran Publication | 
House at Philadelphia or one of its branches at small cost. . 
Numerous books of devotion will also suggest themselves. . 
Project II of Operation Spiritual will get another boost : 
when Pocket Testament League Day is observed on the : 
second Sunday in December. While the emphasis on that - 
day is PTL membership, the most important thing for all | 
is resolving to become a daily Bible reader. A new folder ° 
prepared by The Luther League of America, titled, 
“Wanted . . . Needed”, presents the opportunity for be- 
coming either a member of the LLA’s Bible Readers’ Club | 
or of its PTL group. They are free. Order a sufficient 
quantity for use on that day. Have some LL Pocket Testa- 
ments on hand for sale. (Purchase Testaments direct 
from United Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia, or | 
its branches. See page 27 of this issue for descriptions. ) 
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Our photo this month carries “the sign of 
the turkey,” Its use has an unmistakable 
meaning for us. Not even the presence of a 
very pretty young lady in the picture can de- 
flect our interest from that bird of the festal 
board—the turkey. It is Thanksgiving Season 
again. The turkey tells us so. 

Of course, Thanksgiving Day has also come 
to be a great sports day when many a classic 
or near-classic football contest is held, 
whether between the boys of Carl’s Corners 
and the boys of Toonerville, or between the 
men of Penn and the men of Cornell. Sports 
writers now refer to almost any football game 
that is regularly played on that day as a 
Turkey Day classic. 

But the turkey has become associated with 
our thoughts of Thanksgiving Day because 
our early ancestors on the rocky shores of old 
New England added to their meager stores 
of food by hunting and killing wild turkeys. 
The tasty meat of that large bird satisfied the 
hunger of many a mouth when other supplies 
were short. It was necessity, however, which 
prompted their choice of it as a food. Today 
the use of the fowl has become traditional. 

Because Thanksgiving Day is a day of fami- 
ly gatherings and celebrations, the turkey has 


The Sign of The Turkey 


become almost an indispensable part of the 
day's menu where large groups of people are 
to be fed. Doubtless this practical considera- 
tion also has much to do with why this bird 
has become the symbol of the day. If there 
are six or more persons to be served at your 
dinner table on that day, the presumption is 
that you will have roast turkey. But the mere 
eating of turkey does not make the day what 
it was intended to be. 

Many of our people need to be reminded 
of the fact that Thanksgiving Day is not what 
it was intended to be unless we go to our 
accustomed places of worship on that day to 
return thanks to Almighty God for His bound- 
less goodness to us during another year. Not 
the least of His. blessings are bountiful crops 
and abundant harvests. All of us may par- 
take of a luscious meal because God has 
blessed the labors of man and given the in- 
crease. Let’s see to it that we let nothing 
keep us from giving thanks to God as a peo- 
ple this Thanksgiving Season, both at Church 
and at home. But our gratitude, if it is real, 
can not be confined to one day. It will run 
over into all our days and color all our lives. 
Let’s be thankful! Let us be glad that we 
are living in days like these! 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Cover Photo by Harold M. Lambert 


The Sign of the Turkey ............+++--5- 1 
Is Religion Needed? ........--.-- sees seers 2 
Will It Take Another War? ........-.-5-55: 4 
Hero of the Reformation ..........-++++++: 5 
Negro Fraternity Admits White Student ...... 6 
FrammUseiOmy OU watemecstertcielole che susie ipiedeie soe q 
Building and Balancing the Budget .......... 8 
TNE SWAP SHOP tiecls fie suestins Meibinss oso 5 vee Oe 10 
Bible Cross-Word Puzzle .........2-...+5+: 11 
Noteworthy Convention Actions ..........-- 12 
Party Suggestions for November ..........-. 14 


A Picture Story of Our Roanoke Convention ...15 


Program for Young Adults 
Building and Balancing the Budget ........ 23 
Programs for Young People 


Pre-Christmas Thoughts 


What Modern Jews Believe .............. 24 
The Book for a Companion (PTL Day) ..... 25 
The Greatest Advent Hymn .............. 27 


Christ, the Saviour, Is Born 
(Festival Christmas service) ............ 29 


Luther League Book-of-the-Month Club 
Selections:tor November ........+5-+ +++. - oo 
Luther League of America Directory ......... 32 


zs 


Religion changes an individual’s outlook on life 


“What is the greatest problem facing the modern 
world?” was one of the questions asked a group of young 
people competing for an annual Boy and G:ri of the Year 
appointment in one of America’s large cities. Various 
answers were given: War, Communism, the atom bomb, 
selfishness. What would you say? Indeed, these are very 
difficult world problems, but the deadliest is not among 
them. It is modern secularism, a paralyzing blight creep- 
ing upon the whole world. Wherever it touches, religion 
is killed. It is not with us as it was with earlier genera- 
tions, religion is not “the thing to do” today. At best it 
is tolerated as an extra-curricular activity of life. God is 
not in the warp and woof of our thinking and planning, 
or in our interpretation of life or history. Today religion 
does not seem an essential of life. It is not the hub of 
life’s wheel, and to many, hardly a spoke in the wheel. 


The Reason for Communism 

Evidence of the blight of secularism can be easily seen 
in the field of politics. The world today is plagued with 
Communism, now covering more than one-fourth of the 
globe. What brought it into existence? How do you ac- 
count for its success? Communism is nothing more than 
a product of our secular society. It is a godless and ma- 
terialistic system of thought. Lenin once wrote: “We must 
fight religion; this is the A. B. C. of the whole materialism 
and consequently of Marxism.” An admirer of Lenin testi- 
fied, “Lenin passionately hated religion.” As religious 
faith receded, Communism filled the vacuum with a god- 
less idealogy. Communism can be considered God’s judg- 
ment upon a world of adverse social and economic con- 


*The writer is currently pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Atlanta, 
Georgia. He is popular with young people both as a speaker and as 
a writer. Readers will remember a previous series of articles a 
while hack in The Luther League Review. This is the first of a 
series on the subject, “Why Be Religious?” 
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Is Religion 
Needed? 


By John R. Brokhoff * 
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ditions. Upon such conditions Communism thrives. The 
answer to Communism is not in another war of arms and 
ammunitions, but in the recovery of an intense religious: 
idealism and the practical application of that idealism to: 
the injustices of the day. 

The plague of secularism has come to our modern edu- 
cation. Not so long ago, the Supreme Court decided that 
the Bible could not be taught in the public schools. This 
was a concession to growing secularism in our country. . 
The highest court of the land interpreted the Constitution 
to mean freedom from religion rather than freedom of 
religion. This means that 17 million unchurched young ¢ 
Americans will have no opportunity to receive Biblical | 
knowledge. America is raising a generation of godless; 
youth. The proof of this is the alarming rate of juvenile > 
delinquency. To carry out the Court’s decision to its 5 
ultimate conclusion, it would mean that there should be no) 
chaplains in the armed forces, no opening prayer in Con- - 
gress, and the removal of the words, “In God we trust,” 
from our coins. The answer to the problem is insuffi- 
ciently met by released time for religious education. Par- - 
ochial schools are not the solution, for it would destroy ’ 
the great democratic system of public education and | 
sectarianize our country. The only answer is to have a\ 
religious atmosphere in our country and Christian school | 
teachers who, through example and interpretation, would | 
guide growing minds into a rel'gious concept of life. 

Our modern culture has become a victim of secular- - 
ism. There is a very close relationship between a peo- 
ple’s art and their religious convictions. The history of 
early civilization proves that a lack of religious fervor ' 
always precedes a decline in art and culture. It is said 
that today we have a prodigal-son culture. It is true 
because modern society has left the Father-God to live 
riotously. In our day we do not have truly great painting, 
literature, sculpture, or poetry. This is due to the fact 
that our modern age lacks the inspiration of the great 
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emes of religious idealism. An editorial in a London 
newspaper gave this opinion of one of America’s present 
best-selling novels: “Incredibly foul and beastly . No 
_ decent man could leave it lying about the house, or know 
without shame that his womenfolk were reading it.” The 
_ president of London’s Institute of Philosophy complained: 
“The arts have become frankly immoral. Crime is enter- 
Btainment, murder is a parlor game, adultery is taken as 
a matter of course, compunction and remorse have little 

place, and religion never enters.” In the realm of culture 
- things have come to this state: Things that once brought 
shame now bring a movie, book, or radio contract. Amer- 


‘ica will not have great art and literature until it recovers 
its faith in God. 


oy “Is God in There?” 

~ Secularism has even invaded the-area of religion by rob- 
_ bing it of its spirituality: A boy saw a man standing in 
the door of a church. He came up to him and asked, 
“Mister, is God in there?” It is a disturbing question, for 
God is not always in our churches. Ex-Governor Robert 
Bradford of Massachusetts protested against the lack of 
~ Christianity in his Denomination by saying at a recent 
_ convention: “I, for one, will not continue with the label, 
_ Unitarian,’ if it cannot include Christianity. We must 

‘ have a central Christian purpose.” 
The modern church has numbers but lacks spiritual 
power. To be sure, it is gaining in numbers, but what 
oi spirituality? In 1947, the church grew 3% millions; 
now 53 per cent of the population is nominally Christian. 
But how many of these are just dead wood? It is re- 
ported that today 10 per cent of the members of the 
churches cannot be found; 20 per cent never pray; 25 per 
cent seldom read the Bible; 30 per cent attend church 
services; 40 per cent. do not give to the support of the 
church; 75 per cent do not engage in church activities; 
90 per cent do not practice family worship; and 95 per 
cent make no effort to win a soul for Christ. This is what 

secularism has done to the church. 
Because of secularism, the church no longer determines 
the character of the holidays and seasons. Sunday is no 


The Bible is the source of the nurture of the Christian life 
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The Church is a sanctuary of strength for many 


longer a sabbath, a day to go to church. Now it is a day 
for pleasure or work. What has happened to the spiritual 
significance of Christmas and Easter? They are no longer 
holy days but. holidays. Christmas hasbeen commercial- 
ized and the world has replaced the manger-Child with » 
Santa. Easter is not the chief day of the year because of 
the resurrection, but it is the world’s chief day of selling 
clothes and flowers. On Easter, the average person has 
everything new but a new heart. 


The One Sin 

What has this plague of secularism done to our society? 
Thurmond Arnold, Assistant Attorney General of the 
United States, described the situation in a recent dis- 
cussion on happiness: “The cement is falling out of our 
society.” Secularism is a device of Satan to divide and 
conquer. Our generation has been atomized from top to 
bottom. Secularism has separated us from God. This 
constitutes our major sin, for there is really only one sin 
—separation from God. All other sins are derived from 
this one. For this reason Christ has been called our Medi- 
ator. His work was to bring God and man together again 
through the love of the cross. 

Apart from God we find ourselves apart from each 
other. The modern family is no longer a unit. Its mem- 
bers scatter to various interests and activities until we 
have reached the point where we hardly know each other 
as parents and children. The story is told of two society 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Will It Take Another War? 


The fact that Lutheran Unity is in the 
air is soon recognized by anyone who has 
the opportunity to travel through our 
church today. It is clearly seen in the 
many articles that are snowballing the 
pages of all Lutheran periodical maga- 
zines. Never before in American Lutheran 
history has the ground been so well pre- 
pared for the possible organizational ex- 
pression of the basic unity of all Luther- 
ans. That basic unity is discovered for 
many in the Confessional statements that 
were given birth during the Reformation 
movement. Laymen as well as clergy are 
deeply concerned in this most timely 
topic. Many laymen are becoming impa- 
tient with the slowness of progress. As 
these same laymen become more in- 
formed about the intricacies of this move- 
ment toward unity, they recognize that 
it can not be an easy task. But their de- 
sire for unity, for “one Lutheran voice”, 
for the right to feel at home in and to 
join any church that calls itself Lutheran, 
is thereby intensified. 

The history of American Lutheranism 
in its divided state clearly indicates that 


some reasons for it not being a unified 


church are —wasms. Far too frequently 
the factors that kept the new waves of 
Lutheran immigrants apart in the last 
hundred years were not Christian factors 
at all. They were sociological, linguistic, 
cultural. All too true has been the basic 
criticism of American Protestants that the 
Lutheran church is a national church, or 
national churches, transplanted to Amer- 
ica and acting as the last stronghold of 
a national culture in a new land. Until 
recently the Lutherans in America were 
not sure that they had a Christian con- 
tribution to make to American church 
life. There are groups today whose sole 
basis for separate existence is a linguistic 
or cultural basis. They are not making 
their rightful contribution to the melting 
pot that is America—they are existing in 
a cultural ghetto. One of the great bar- 
riers that has arisen has been the clothing 
of these cultural and sociological factors 
with a doctrinal or theological aurora. 
You still come across those who say that 
only German (or Swedish, or Finnish) 


* Pastor Elbert is Student Service Secretary 
for the Eastern Region, serving under the Stu- 
dent Service Division of the National Lutheran 
Council. 


Four... 


will be spoken in heaven. Barriers of this 
sort are very real, even though to some of 
us they seem so many thousands of miles 
away from the basic issue of group life 
in Jesus Christ. 

All this is not to say that there are 
no doctrinal divisions at all. Some of the 
groups in America see some very real 
hurdles to be overcome in this field. Steps 
have been taken for a number of years 
to bring leading theologians together to 
discuss with pastors doctrinal differences. 
All too frequently the various groups left 
one another convinced of their own po- 
sition and hopeless about converting those 
who thought otherwise. Alongside of the 
cultural differences we must place the 
differences of doctrinal emphasis and in- 
terpretation. But never dire we lose 
sight of the ability of Jesus Christ to help 
us transcend human differences as we are 
all wrapped in the mantle of his abiding 
love, so that we speak and act in love 
one with another. 


It was because of World War I and the 
Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Re- 
formation that initial steps toward or- 
ganized American Lutheran unity were 
made. The Lutheran Society of New 
York City (representing all Lutheran 
groups) planned for a fitting observance 
of the anniversary on a nation-wide scale. 
Out of this work of cooperation the Lu- 


theran Bureau was established, which by . 


some is considered the forerunner of the 
National Lutheran Council. 


The National Lutheran Commission for 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Welfare came into 
being as a result of the conviction in 
various parts of the country that the 
church must maintain its ministry to the 
men called into the service of the country. 
Thirteen Lutheran bodies agreed to par- 
ticipate in the work of the Commission. 
The work carried on by the Synodical 
Conference was coordinated with the 
work of the Commission. 


An important lesson was learned by 
the Lutherans of America in the years 
1916-1918. It was the lesson that co- 
operation is possible in externals, that 
harmony in joint undertakings does not 
mean the sacrifice of principles, that there 
are large responsibilities—-more than a 
single group can carry—that can more 
easily be done together through a com- 


By Oswald Elbert * 


mon agency. A meeting held in Harris-) 
burg, Pennsylvania, on July 17, 1918 
brought together 15 representatives of 
several Lutheran bodies including the 
presidents. The deliberations were con-; 
tinued at a second meeting held in Pitts-| 
burgh on August Ist. By September 6,} 
1918 thirty men representing eight groups) 
met in Chicago and organized the Na-. 
tional Lutheran Council. This meeting 
was considered the first annual meeting 
of the Council. The purposes of the 
Council were defined and other organiza-. 
tional and financial matters were deter-’ 
mined. The Synodical Conference de-: 
cided to remain aloof. 

Post-war emergency matters, the re-: 
habilitation and reconstruction of the 
church in Europe, food, clothing and all 
the rest of it, (just as today through 
Lutheran World Action and Lutheran 
World Relief) took all the time and en-; 
ergy of the leaders of the Council. Th 
Lutheran World Convention came into; 
being in 1923. The multiplication of re-: 
sponsibilities for the infant Council was’ 
tremendous. The development of the: 
work within the borders of the country}; 
could not be undertaken when efforts: 
were needed to undergird the churc 
across the seas. ; 

By 1930, and even before, it was quite 
clear that a full-time national director‘ 
was necessary for purely domestic mat-: 
ters. Dr. Ralph’ H. Long was called as) 
executive director, just as the depressio: 
was getting into full swing. It is to his, 
undying credit that he steered the course 
that carried the Council through the 
storm of economic uncertainty so thati 
when World War II was upon _us,j 
Lutherans could.,cooperate in ways thati 
those in 1918 had dreamed were possible,’ 
but never thought attainable. 

World War II brought an intensifica-: 
tion of the same problems that confront 
the church in Warld War I. The Armed 
Forces took tens of thousands of the 
young men and women;of the church.) 
The church must minister to them. The 
church did minister to them. Hundreds! 
of thousands of civilians flooded into: 
war-industry communities. No one church! 
body could serve them. The Division of) 
American Missions of the Council was: 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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The teaching Luther, statue on the Campus of Gettysburg 
Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. 


So often we read about events in church history with- 
out ever thinking of what was happening in world history 
at the same time. It does make a difference if we know 
this. We get a picture of the world as a whole. It makes 


-what happened in the church more real to us. 


1521, that was the year when a strange, yet familiar, 
ship made its way to the docks of Seville. You would have 
been excited if you had stood on the docks that day. 
The ship was the Vittoria, three years out of port, the only 
survivor of Magellan’s fleet. The Vittoria, the Victory in- 
deed, the first ship known to ever have sailed around the 
world. 

1521, Charles the Fifth, emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire, is holding the imperial diet in the city of Worms. 
And, what is that? Before him stands a monk and that 
monk is Martin Luther. How his plain clothes contrast 
with the rich dress of the emperor and nobles! But what 
of that? Luther is the hero, daring to stand for the truth 
as he finds it in the Bible, daring to expose corruption, 
even in the church, in spite of what might happen to him. 

This brave monk, Luther, was born November 10, 1483, 
only nine years before Columbus discovered America. He 
must have heard about that great event when he was 
still a little boy. 


©The writer of this article, Rev. William C. Conradi, is a pastor of the 
U. L. G. A. who is now serving as a chaplain of the Colorado State 


Hospital, Pueblo, Colo. 
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By William C. Conradi * 
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Why Did It Happen? 

Well, why did it happen anyway, a monk standing be- 
fore an emperor; and as great a ruler as the emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire? 

The church had developed some strange ideas during 
the centuries following the life of Jesus. One of these 
strange ideas was that even if God forgave you, you still 
had to suffer punishment for that sin before you could 
go to heaven. If you made pilgrimages to holy places, 
said certain prayers, fasted, or made a trip to Rome or 
the Holy Land, that helped pay for the punishment for 
your sins. Doing these things was called doing good 
works. 

Of course, if you didn’t do enough good works in your 
life to pay for your forgiven sins, then you had to make 
them up after you died. Now the place where you made 
them up was not hell but a place called purgatory. Purga- 
tory means a place where you are purged or made clean. 
This purgatory place was another of those strange ideas 
that had come to the church. 

Another strange idea was that the Pope of Rome was 
the supreme representative of Christ on earth. Whatever 
he said, when he was speaking for the church, had to be 
true, the church believed. Now he said that if people 
paid money to help build the church of St. Peter in Rome, 
they would be freed from some of the punishment or good 
works they otherwise must do. These pardons from pun- 
ishment were called indulgences. 

That is what the Pope said but the people who sold 
these indulgences really made it sound as though one 
could actually get forgiveness of sin, even sin not yet 
committed, if he bought these indulgences. 


Five 


Luther opposed these strange ideas. To oppose these 
ideas was called heresy and heresy was a crime. That is 
why Luther stood before the emperor that day. 


What Did Luther Say? 

When Luther heard about the indulgences he said that 
people ought not to buy them, that buying indulgences 
was a sin. He said you couldn’t buy forgiveness and that 
it was too late to do anything about sins after you died. 

Luther said that the Bible didn’t say anything about 
the Pope being Christ’s representative, or about indul- 
gences, or about purgatory, or about being punished for 
sins that God had once forgiven. Luther said that only 
those things should be taught and preached which were 
written in the Bible. He said that God had given us the 
Bible to teach us the truth about God and about the 
Christian way of life. He said that nothing taught about 
these things that was different from the Bible could be 
true or would bring us salvation. 


What Made Luther a Hero? 

Saying those things that Luther did doesn’t sound very 
heroic to us today, especially here in America. But it 
was heroic in Luther’s day. It was really dangerous to 
oppose anything the church taught in those days. Re- 
member, such opposition was called heresy and heresy 


ACME PHOTO 


A thirty-three year precedent was broken by Howard Uni- 
versity’s (Washington, D. C.) Chi Delta Mu when the negro 
fraternity admitted to membership a white student, Paul 
Guth, of New York City. Guth, left, a senior at the Uni- 
versity’s Medical School, is greeted by Arvine M. Bradford, 
chapter president. All other members are negroes, as are 
most of the school’s 7,000 students. 
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was considered to be a crime. 

In 1414, only a century before Luther’s time, John Huss: 
had been burned at the’ stake for saying similar things.; 
In 1498, when Luther was fifteen years old, Savanarolas 
had been put to death for pointing out the corruptions 
that existed in the church. 

Those happenings didn’t make it any easier for Luther: 
to dare to stand before the emperor and declare the truth 
as he saw it. But Luther was a soldier of God who wass 
willing, if need be, to give his life for the Christ he loved... 


What About Today? 

Times of testing still come today. Bishop Lajos Ordasss 
of Hungary, Vice-President of the Lutheran World Fed-- 
eration, is in prison now for living his faith. | 

You perhaps recall reading about the imprisonment of f 
Bishop Berggrav of Norway during the war because he: 
would not deny his faith. Other Lutherans, many of them, , 
were imprisoned during the war, and some of them died} 
in prison, because they were true to the teachings of the» 
Bible. And heroic leaders of other churches suffered too. . 

But the big test of heroism for us les in living the> 
Christian way of life, every day, in the home, at school, , 
at work, and, yes, also at play. It isn’t romantic or glam- - 
orous, doing this, but it is a job worth doing and worth: 
doing well, this job of Christian living. 


Is Religion Needed? 


(Continued from Page 8) 
matrons walking in Central Park. They saw a nurse and | 
a small child. The one commented on how pretty the 
baby was. The other said she believed the baby was her 
daughter. The friend asked whether she was sure. “Yes,” | 
she replied, “I recognize the nurse.” Moreover, we are 
divided as classes of people because of hatred and pre- 
judice. The nations of the world have divided into two’ 
hostile camps and it seems as though they will never meet. 


The Cement of Society 

Is there an answer to this godless, secular world? There 
is, and the answer is the Christian religion. The one force 
that can bring the world together is religion. Religion 
comes from the word “relegare,” which means to connect 
and reunite. Secularism disintegrates society, but the 
Christian religion binds men together as brothers under the 
fa'herhood of God. The cement that holds us together is 
love, understanding and goodwill. 

The answer then, to the world’s plight is a recovery of 
religion. A mere reformation will not save the day. It 
must be far more radical than that. There must be noth- 
ing less than a regeneration from which men will be satu- 
rated with the spirit of God. A certain church janitor was 
to be fired for s'ovenliness. The Church Board had de- 
cided to discharge him, but a sweet old lady begged for 
mercy, saying, “He may be slovenly outside, but I am sure 
he is clean and pure inside. Must he be discharged?” An- 
other member of the Board challenged her, “Either that 
or turn the old fellow inside out.” There is the answer for 
our world. Real religion will turn us inside out. 
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e The first part of Operation Spiritual is already under- 
_ way and the study of Philippians, as provided through our 
_ publications will be completed in most leagues by the time 
in this copy reaches you. From all reports this has been an 
exciting and truly helpful experience in many, many 
Leagues throughout the Church. It is our hope that this 
_ informal, verse by verse study of one complete Book of 
the Bible will have inspired many individual Leaguers 
to continue studying the Bible in this fashion. 
The Second part of Operation Spiritual centers in our 
_ private use of the Scriptures through devotional literature. 
We have in mind particularly the booklets, “Light For To- 
_ day” and “The Word in Season.” “Light For Today” con- 
_ tains Bible Readings, with Meditation and Prayers for two 
~ months daily use. “The Word in Season” is quite similar to 
the other but ;rovides for three months in each copy. | 
To aid the local League in promoting this second part 
_ of the program there will be available, early in November, 
small flyers telling about the use of these publications. 
There will be a listing of books which can be purchased 
for personal and family use. 

A part of this promotion is included also in a leaflet of 
our own entitled “Wanted—Needed”. This pamphlet pre- 
sents the purpose of The Pocket Testament League and 

_ The Bible Readers’ Intention Pledge. These pamphlets 
should be ordered by the P.T.L. Chairman in the local 
League and distributed to every member. We urge the 
use of this pamphlet on P.T.L. Day in December. 

Another helpful pamphlet has been prepared for sale. 
This is “The One-Inch Book She!f” which sells at 15 cents 
per dozen or 90 cents per hundred. Order any or all of 
these from The Luther League of America, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 

The Luther League has always encouraged daily Bible 
Reading. We are convinced that more of our members 
should be brought to the practice of daily use of this 
Means of Grace. Use as many of the pieces of literature 
as you feel will be profitable to the members of your local 

League. Order them right now. 


@ The eleventh of November is a holiday for many in the 
United States. It will not be a holiday for the members of 
the Executive Committee of The Luther League of Amer- 
ica which was chosen at Roanoke.. Our President, Roy 
Henrickson, has called the first regular meeting of that 
Committee to begin on Armistice Day and cont’nue 
through Saturday. The Administrative Committee will 
meet on the tenth to make ready for receiving the reports 


NOVEMBER, 1949 


4 


and caring for the business with dispatch. The Committee 
will meet at Philadelphia. 


® There has been quite a stir throughout some of our- 
Synodical Leagues about the “Christ In Every Purse” pro- 
ject. Some who were at Roanoke and some who were not 
have written urging the Luther League of America to get 
behind this movement. We would remind you that some- 
thing is being done about this project because the Con- 
vention at Roanoke adopted the following resolution: 

That as we Follow Christ’ we promote the project 
“Christ in Every Purse”. 

We have secured pictures of the Sallman’s head of 
Christ and have them imprinted for our own use. We have 
decided to follow the suggestions which have come to 
make this a part of Operation Spiritual. Your group may 
promote it whenever it so desires. We have planned a 
general promotion of the plan for the weeks immediately 
preceding the Lenten Season. 

Because of the initial cost of the pictures it will be 
impossible for The Luther League of America to dis- 
tribute them free of charge. The price will be 50 cents 
per dozen and $4.00 per hundred. 


Pastor Frease at his desk as Executive Secretary of the 


LLA at 405 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 


® it is from this desk that this page usually comes to you 
monthly. By means of it the chief executive officer of 
The Luther League of America regularly speaks to the 
Leaguers who read The Luther League Review. 

This time these lines are written about the regular 
writer of “From Us To You.” Pastor Frease has accepted 
the re-newed call of The Luther League of America and 
will continue to serve as its Execudve Secretary. No 
better news has ever been available for publication by 
means of this column in recent times. Luther Leaguers 
everywhere wi!l rejoice to know that the man who has so 
effectually led the work of their organization during the 
past five crucial years will continue to set the tone for the 
continuance of that program in the continuingly highly 
significant years just ahead.—W. J. D. 


Seven 


‘ 


Budget balancing is serious business 


Talk with almost any young couple about money and 
youll be very likely to hear, “Shucks, our problem isn’t 
spending money. It’s getting enough of it.” Many of us. 
though we manage to avoid walking on our uppers, feel 
much the same way. Nevertheless, in every family spend- 
ing money is quite as significant as getting it. Not every- 
one knows how to spend money wisely. Not only are there 
~ needs to be met but ethical issues are involved and the 
financial basis for growth and progress must be provided. 


Building a Family Budget 

Few family enterprises come in for more banter than 
budgeting. “Oh, yes,” says one couple with a laugh, “we 
had a budget but it spoiled all our fun—so we gave it up.” 
Yet developing a sound, workable budget for a family is 
a challenging enterpprise. Undertaken in the right way, 
it is a practice not likely to be abandoned. Actually it is 
simply an effort to bring intelligence, system, and plan 
into the disposal of the family’s economic resources. It 
is an effort to put first things first, and second things sec- 
ond. No formula will fit everybody, but here is a simple 
procedure: 

1. First, put down the total amount of your income 
for the budget period. A month is a convenient period, 
but it is good to make budget plans several months or 
even a whole year in advance. 

2. Next, make a list of all the regular items of expense 
in your family, the “fixed charges.” With a little expe- 
rience you will be able to do this quite accurately. Here 
is the chief reason for keeping records—so that you can 
have a realistic basis for estimating future budget items. 
These regular amounts include your benevolence allot- 
ment (church, charities, other projects; a tithe?), food, 
housing (rent or mortgage payments), insurance or other 


* The writers are a young husband and wife, parents of two fine 
boys. They are more formally known as Rey. and Mrs. Reginald Deitz 
of St. John’s Church, Columbia, Pa. Rev. Mr. Dietz until some months 
ago was a popular editor of the Parish and Church School Board of the 
Wr Li C:“A; 
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Building and 
Balancing 
The Budget 


By Margaret and Reginald Deitz * 


Photos by Lambert and Gendreau 


savings, operating expenses (fuel, utilities), and any in-. 
stallment payments. Some families find it difficult to: 
establish a regular item for food. Nevertheless, with a: 
little discipline it is possible to operate this part of the: 


‘household on a regular, reasonable weekly or monthly; 


allotment. 

3. The next step is to subtract the total of these “fixed: 
charges” from the amount of your income. At this stage: 
there should be a sizeable portion of income still left to: 
cover remaining items of family expense. 

4. Now try to estimate the more uncertain, variable: 
expenses. They fall into three categories: 

(a) Irregular but necessary items—for example, 

clothing, medical expenses. It is customary to suggest: 
a regular monthly item for clothing for each member: 
of the family. However, we have found it difficult to: 
make this procedure work, chiefly because the need for! 
a new suit, or dress, or pair of shoes at any particular! 
time is always relative. Provision must be made in this: 
part of the budget for these necessary expenses; they, 
are sure to come sooner or later. Nevertheless, they do: 
not have to be met regularly every week or month or} 
even every year. 

(b) Irregular flexible expenses—amusements, books 
and magazines, vacations, gifts in the family, and the like. 
The amount spent here may and will vary greatly from. 
family to family. 

(c) Finally, the budget should make provision for 
long-term “capital improvements” either in the life or the 
equipment of the family. There may be stringent periods 
when nothing is left over for this purpose. Here are in- 
cluded all the things we’d like to have—the TV set, the 
home freezer, the new washer, that course at school, the 
special vacation trip, the. new set of reference books or 
dishes. Of these things we say to ourselves, “Well, some- 
day, perhaps!” If you set yourself to save systematically 
for one of these items or, even more, commit yourself to 
installment buying, then it belongs under point 2. 
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= 5. No doubt long before you reached point 4, (b) you 


_ exhausted your income. So now the next step is to go 
~ over every item in the budget. Does it really belong here? 


Is the amount realistic-enough but not too much? Above 


all, check over those necessities of both the fixed and un- 
certain classes. Are they as necessary as you thought? 


That $2 a week for cigarettes or the tidy sum for the 
Saturday night blow-out—are they necessary or desirable 
in the light of other values for which your budget does not 


_ yet make provision? When everything is down on paper 


before you, it will be easier to get a balanced perspective 


-and develop a financial plan for your family. You will be 
able to decide what things are attainable with your re- 


_ sources and what steps must be taken if they are to be 


achieved. Above all, you will be able to decide whether 


your spending plan-expresses fairly your family’s sense of 
Christian values, whether your spending does really put 


first things in first place. 
This evaluation step is the most important of the whole 
process. It should be done by all the older members of the 


- family in joint conference. The decisions should be arrived 


at by common consent. This procedure will go far to 
eliminate the criticism and ill-will which are often en- 
gendered when one member of the family makes the 


decisions for all. 


6. As far as possible, beyond all the foreseeable ex- 
penditures each month, there should be a small item left 
over from the income to take care of unanticipated ex- 
penses and emergencies. Don’t make your budget too 
tight. Leave a little room for moving about. 


Balancing the Budget 
Building a budget, however, is only half the problem. 
Quite as necessary is living within it, keeping it balanced. 
For most younger families this is no mean task, for income 


may be relatively low, while expenses (furnishing, perhaps 


purchasing a house, having babies) are high. Balancing 


Every budget should make provision for some 
systematic saving plan. 
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Wise buying by the wife and housekeeper will help to 
get the most for the least. 


the budget is substantially a matter of making the avail- 
able funds go farther. Operating on a budget is itself a 
sound step in eliminating waste or less desirable expendi- 


tures in favor of more desirable expenditures, i.e., getting 


more of the things you want most for your money. In 
addition: 

1. Don’t throw your money away. “Silly suggestion,” 
you say. “Who throws money away?” Well, the equivalent 
of several hundred dollars a year per family is spent on 
the various gambling rackets (playing suckers for swind- 
lers!) Bogus stocks, well-heeled panhandlers, fake charities, 
useless donations claim more money. And what about 
worthless products, especially drugs, and things we buy 
but do not really need or want? 

2. Buy more wisely. This may take a little more time 
but it will save you money and accordingly add to your 
income. Shop around a bit. Try to learn something about 
the item you are planning to purchase. By asking questions 
and listening you can learn a good bit about certain pro- 
ducts and accordingly have some objective standards by 
which to judge. Nationally advertised brands are not al- 
ways the best buys. Services like Consumers Union and 
Consumers Research will help you to make better pur- 
chases. Patronize less expensive stores where you pay 
less for the overhead. Paying cash, especially in certain 
fields, is usually a significant economy. Wherever possible, 
do bulk purchasing. One family switched from a weekly 
to a monthly shopping trip for food and saved both time 
and money. Under this system it was easy to take advan- 
tage of specials. Another family rented a frozen food 
locker and bought a quarter of beef. The rent of the 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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Hello! You just missed our prayer of thanksgiving! We 
have been reminiscing about the Roanoke Convention, 
and, remembering Dr. Fry’s statement that we are one 
of the few young people’s groups in the world who can 
today be unashamedly Christian . . . who can assemble 
in the name of the Lord and enjoy life while doing so 

. remembering those things, we said a prayer. Some- 
how the sentences seemed to come easily and lyrically, 
making the whole thing a litany. It was wonderful. 

But come and join the circle around the fire and Eleanor 
(Sheets, that is, of the Education Committee) will bring 
you a cup of hot chocolate! 

Our thoughts have been rambling, but we have been 
trying to recall the things which have not appeared in 
routine reports. (Things like the record attendance, the 
largest banquet, and so on.) Rather, we are concentrat- 
ing on impressions, the essence of speeches, personal 
things, sidelights. And here we go again! 


Speakers and Speeches 

There was the daily Keynoter, The Rev. Carl V. Tam- 
bert who reminded us that there is only one answer to 
two plus two .. . and God is ever prodding us to reach 
up to perfection—not to be satisfied with less than the 
best. And another day . . . we need broken hearts from 
which compassion flows. We liked his quote from E. Stan- 
ley Jones . . . “in India we measure time not by the hour, 
but by the heart-beat,” too. 

There was The Rey. Oscar W. Carlson’s opening night 
message based on the triple challenge of the Cross—“In 
the Cross; at the Cross; with the Cross’—in which he said 
the theme, We Follow Christ, was the essence of our 
Lutheran faith as it comes from the Bible. Later he urged 
us to have the zeal of the promoters of other ideologies 
as we carry out our program of evangelism. 

And The Rey. Carl A. Honeycutt pled also for a “Loyal 
Lutheran Legion in the Army of the Lord of Hosts” to 
combat “indifference, intemperance, and irreverence—ths 
unholy trinity of iniquity prevalent throughout the world 
today.” 

Then there was Missionary Night with The Rev. Ralph 
W. Loew and the Lutherans from Japan and India. We 
will never forget The Rev. Tasaka from Japan especially. 


Ten 


‘His education began in a Lutheran Mission Kindergarten.) 
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but that is not the reason we will always remember him.) 
He stepped to the “mike”, standing tall because he is a: 
short man, and asked us to forgive his fellow countrymen 
for touching off a war at Pearl Harbor! We, citizens of: 
the United States, who had used two atomic bombs to; 
kill and maim and destroy in his homeland! He said the; 
Japanese Christians had not worked hard enough . . . 
and we were ashamed! We have done so little—thus far! ! 

Dr. Loew jarred our complacency, too. He asked us 
if our Leagues represented fellowships of urgent action, , 
fellowships of the concerned; fellowships of learners. He» 
said that if we had lost interest in foreign missions—the » 
young part of the Church—our Church was aged. (How, 
old is yours?) And he said that we cannot write China: 
off with a White Paper as did our State Department be- - 
cause the world is too small; China is like the fingers of f 
a hand caught in a door. 


A Day in the Life of a Delegate 

We very nearly missed breakfast one morning to catch | 
the Chaplain’s Hour—and thereafter zipped out of bed | 
a bit earlier! (It was a long time until lunch!) But break- . 
fast or not, our day was not properly begun without hear- . 
ing The Rev. Wallace E. Fisher. (More about his talks | 
some other time.) . . . Usually there was rain to be: 
dodged if one left the hotel. Oh joy! . . . The business 
sessions were scrupulously run according to Roberts’ 
Rules of Order—as all good business meetings should be 
not by the pastoral advisers, but by the teen-agers who 


were sharp as tacks . . . (which should surprise no one 
in this group!) . . . The election of officers had all the fire 
and color of a national presidential election . . . There 


were Bible study classes (previews of Operation Spiritual) 
and discussion groups on everything from Life Service 
to Handicrafts . . . The Convention Choir under the di- 
rection of The Rev. Clarence B. Lund, editor of Sursum 
Corda, was wonderful . . . And a day ending with the 
devotions planned by Chaplain Fisher for use in the dele- 
gates’ rooms made the whole thing perfect. We joined 
some girls from Chicago and some men (young men, that 
is) from Tennessee and California each evening and were 
impressed with their sincerity. 


Sidelights 

We missed some of our classes because there were 
some behind-the-scenes chores to be done—banquet seat- 
ing, shopping, a prexy’s reception to be arranged—and we 
have never been so tired, but it was worth every ounce of 
energy expended! The shopping had to do with a gift 
for retiring President Howard Logan. Delegates who liked 
him and _ his leadership dropped seventy dollars—plus 
enough to buy him a wallet—into two old cigar boxes. 
Wasn't that nice? 

We also gave John George Kurzenknabe, printer of 
The Review for more than twenty years, an illuminated 
manuscript thanking him for all the things he has done 
for The Luther League of America during those years. 

But more of all this later! Bye for now. 
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The one virtue by which Job is re- 
membered—a yirtue which is conspicu- 


ously lacking 


in our day, . especially 


among young people—is patience. Why is 
Job thus remembered? Where is the book 
which bears his name? What is the bur- 
den of its message? What were Job’s 
friends names? Suppose scholars could 
prove that the Book of Job is a drama, 
what difference would it make? After 
you have worked out this cross-word 
puzzle you will know what other virtues 


Job had. 


ACROSS 


“tose up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt .. .” 1: 
“terrors of God do . 
in array” 6:4 
‘My soul is . . . of my life” 10:1 
Job had many sheep, camels, and 
1:3 


. . themselves 


“called for their three sisters to . 
and to drink” 1:4 

“in all the . . . were no women 
found so fair” 42:15 

“surely God will not . . 
84:12 

“whose trust shall be a spider’s . . . 
8:14 

Obtain 

«~_ _ all this Job sinned not” 1:22 


. wickedly” 


? 


Stir 

Hurrah 

“I only am escaped alone... . 
thee” 1:15. 

“cause me to understand wherein I 
have. ..ed” 6:24 

Man’s nickname 

Dined 

“and hath burned . . . 
1:16 

“my stroke . 
groaning” 23:2 

“fell upon . . . young men, and they 
are dead” I: 

Zoological Society (abbr. ) 
«. they sat down with him upon 
the ground” 2:13 ig 
“feareth God, and escheweth . . .” 1:8 
“the Lord gave Job . . . as much as 
he had before” 42:10 

Mother 

West Africa (abbr. ) 

“Hor theso3.. 
within me” 6:4 

Possesses 

“the . . . of affliction have taken hold 

upon me” 30:16 

Compass point 

“Then Job arose, and. . 
1:20 


tell 


the sheep” 


. heavier than my 


. his mantle” 
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of the Almighty are . 
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DOWN 
Be in debt to 
“and one that . . . God” 1:1 
“maketh collops of . . . on his flanks” 
15:27 


Son of Judah Gen. 38:3 
Grain 
Nothing 
“there were born unto him seven 
. and three daughters” 1:2 
Compass point 
“He setteth an. . . to darkness” 28:3 
Ex dividend (abbr. ) 
“slain the servants with the edge. . . 
the sword” 1:17 
“his... have I kept” 23:11 
“and smote Job with sore...” 2:7 
“they saw that his grief was very 
SORA 


2”? 


“there is none like him in the... 


God was wroth with the . . . friends 
of Job 


. may be that my sons have 
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sinned” 1:5 
“wander in a wilderness where there 
Heo 4 DAMEN ROE 
City of the Canaanites Josh. 8:1 
Job lived in the land of ... I:1 
Postscript 


“Man that is born of a woman is of 
eacdaysdl Ac 

“Though he... 
in him” 13:15 

American Chemical Society (abbr.) 

“greatest of all the men of the .. .” 
1:3 

Voluntary Aid Detachment (abbr. ) 

Translation (abbr. ) 

Gained the victory 


me, yet will I trust 


Industrial Workers of the World 
(abbr. ) 

“and that . . . was perfect and up- 
mio litiem ls 


Recording Secretary (abbr.) . 

“the Lord turned the captivity of Job, 
when . . . prayed for his friends” 
42:10 


NN 


“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.”— 


Job 1:1. 


Eleven 


ea. © A * roe 1. a," ‘ 7 Rie ee 


Echoes of The Roanoke Convention 


The 54th anniversary convention of The Luther League 
of America is now a matter of history, but unforgettable 
history for the more than 1,400 persons who attended one 
or more sessions at Roanoke, Va., August 15-19, 1949. 
(There were 1,242 persons who registered by paying the 
total or daily registration fee.) From the beginning to 
the very end it was for Leaguers a time of high inspira- 
tion, splendid fellowship, and growth in the knowledge 
of God’s Word and work. 

The great theme, “We Follow Christ”, set the tone of 
the whole convention and kept it in line with a serious 
purpose to the very end. The speaker on the opening 
evening, Dr. Oscar W. Carlson, Baltimore pastor and 
former Director of Evangelism for the ULCA, immediately 
went to the heart of the matter when he spoke on the sub- 
ject, “The Triple Challenge of the Cross.” 

Each day was started with a period called “The Chap- 
lain’s Hour,” conducted by The Rey. Wallace E. Fisher, 
of Gettysburg. Pastor Fisher so challenged the Leaguers 
with his messages, given twice daily, that they arose early 
enough to participate in the opening worship every morn- 
ing, though they were up quite late every night. 

Following this period, the schedule called for a brief 
business session each day, President Howard L. Logan, 
presiding. The program planners had had it in mind to 
minimize the business features of the convention and to 
magnify the inspirational and informational aspects of 
the five-day meet, but it was obvious early that the dele- 
gates were much concerned about some of the items of 
business. After the gracious preliminaries were over, they 
voted to change the agenda and to receive the Report of 
the Nominating Committee during the afternoon session 
of the first day. 

In mid-morning came the Daily Keynoter, The Rey. 
Carl V. Tambert, Glendale, California, who presented a 
thought-provoking address on each of the following sub- 


A seven-foot photostat of Thor- 
waldsen’s “Christ” served as focal 
point for all sessions of the con-° 
vention in Roanoke. Here, Con- 
vention Chaplain Wallace Fisher 
leads morning devotions. 


Twelve 


‘= ie) lie 


wn A ee eres ee SA C tee Dp are © ach Taam fee J 
ee ss Slee oe bnew dtl Saket ied ee Le me 
% 


By W. J. Ducker 


jects: “To Learn the Perfect Purity”; “The Prince of Com- - 
mon Welfare”; “Along Paths Unknown.” 

This period of arresting thought led over naturally into ) 
another feature of the convention, namely, the Bible study ' 
cell-groups of from 20 to 80 persons. The basis of this | 
study was the Book of Philippians. 

The following persons served as leaders of the various | 
Bible study groups: The Rev. Alfred L. Beck, Rochester, 
N. Y., Chairman; The Rev. John R. Brokhoff, Atlanta, Ga.; 
The Rev. David F. Cooper, Kannapolis, N. C.; The Rey. 
Carl A. Driscoll, Dover, O.; Miss Frances Dysinger,. Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; The Rev. Raymond L. Fetter, Elizabeth- 
town, Pa.; The Rev. Vernon F. Frazier, Lexington, S. C.; 
The Rev. Melvin S. Lange, Staunton, Va.; The Rev. Dr. 
Helmut T. Lehmann, Waterloo, Ont., Canada; Miss Louise 
Marks, Cleveland, O.; The Rev. Marshall F. Mauney, 
Lynchburg, Va.; The Rev. William F. Most, Omaha, Ne- 
braska; Sister Bernice Pantel, Baltimore, Md.; The Rev. 
Harold F. Park, Columbia, S. C.; The Rev. Lawrence M. 
Reese, Philadelphia, Pa.; The Rev. Paul J. Renz, Ham- 
mond, Ind.; The Rev. Dr. Ralph C. Robinson, Spring 
Grove, Pa.; Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, Cliffside Park, N. |4 
The Rev. John P. Shannon, Billings, Mont.; The Rev. Roy | 
L. Sloop, Newport News, Va.; Sister Mildred Winter, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; The Rev. Edgar D. Ziegler, Jr., Blooms- 
burg, Pa. ; 

The Bible Study sessions were proclaimed most reward- 
ing by all who attended, though the physical accommo- 
dations for them were rather inadequate, due to the fact 
that three rainy days forced a change in the plans. All 
22 groups had to meet in the hotel, making use of certain 
bedrooms with their very limited accommodations for 
proper seating. But the bad weather outside could not 
dampen the enthusiasm of the youthful conventioners and 
they were regular in their attendance at the Bible study 
sessions as the daily check revealed. 
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business sessions. 


A major portion of the afternoon period on each of 
two days was given over to a series of Life Problem Con- 


ferences, which were presided over by most of the persons 


already mentioned, including, The Rev. Clarence B. Lund, 
Convention Songleader and Choir Director, Miss Ielene 
Ufkes, Miss Alice Zechariah, Rev. Harold Whetstone, and 
Mr. Zeb Trexler. On the remaining two days the same 
time was given over to a number (15) of Luther League 
Workshops. 

There were two items of considerable interest in the 
One was the election of officers and 
committeemen-at-large on the Executive Committee; the 
other, consideration of the proposed new constitution for 
the LLA. The convention, composed of a majority of high 
school youth, seemed especially age-conscious and area- 
conscious. A completely democratic spirit prevailed. 

Elections resulted as follows: President, Roy Henrickson, 
Zelienople, Pa.; First Vice-President, Garfield Raymond, 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada; Second Vice-President, Ray 
A. Cline, Concord, N. C.; Secretary, Miss Ruth Greve, 
Chicago, Illinois; Treasurer, Howard Turkheimer, Jr., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

The following were chosen as members-at-large in the 
Executive Committee: For two years (1949-1951) Mr. 
Eugene Geiger, Center Square, Pa.; Miss Eleanor Guder- 
ian, Louisville, Ky.; Rev. W. F. Most, Omaha, Neb.; Mr. 
Clarence L. Neun, Buffalo, N. Y. For four years (1949- 
1953) Mr. George Billman, Springfield, O.; Mr. Luther 


Rev. Paul J. Renz and his Bible Study group. 


Dehnel, Minneapolis, Minn.; Rev. Harold F. Park, Colum- 
bia, S. C.; Miss Edna Wagner, Baltimore, Md. 

So many modifications in the proposed new constitu- 
tion were offered, especially as related to representation 
at conventions, that it was deemed advisable to recommit 
the consideration of the same to the Executive Commit- 
tee of the LLA and to the several state and synodical 
League Executive Committees for report at the next bi- 
ennial convention. 

Tuesday night was Missionary Night, the main address 
being delivered by The Rey. Ralph W. Loew, D.D., Buf- 
falo pastor and member of the ULCA’s Board of Foreign 
Missions. At this service also certain nationals now in 
this country (pictured on page 18) were presented to the 
convention. Rey. Harold Whetstone accepted on behalf 
of the Board of Foreign Missions the Luther League of 
America’s check to complete ($28,824) the China-Skeldon 
Project of the biennium, 1947-1949. 
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LLA’s New President, Roy Henrickson 


Wednesday afternoon the convention went in the rain 
forty miles by bus and automobile to see the world-famous 
Natural Bridge of Virginia. This was probably the only 
part of the convention seriously affected by the continued 
rain. The persistent hosts and their eager-beaver guests 
saw the bridge in the rain, ate their box lunches later than 
their hosts planned and returned to Hotel Roanoke to hold 
their out-door service in the ballroom-chapel, when The 
Rev. Carl A. Honeycutt, D.D., gave an inspiring address 
on the subject, “The King of Creation.” 

For its next missionary project the convention chose 
the raising of $25,000 toward the building of a church 
in Hawaii, where the missionary opportunities for our 
Church are now most inviting. A proposal that this pro- 
ject be named the Milton J. Bieber Memorial Church was 
referred to the Executive Committee for consideration and 
consultation with the Board of American Missions, which 
Board Dr. Bieber served so faithfully as a missionary. 

Thursday night was the gala social event of the con- 
vention—the festive banquet, when the Hotel Roanoke 
served 1,000, the largest group ever served there. The 
speaker of the evening, a most happy choice, was The 
Rey. Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, former President of Midland 
College, now pastor of the large Trinity Church, Akron, 
Ohio. Dr. Wiegman lived up to his reputation as the 
most sought-after after-dinner speaker in the middle west. 

Anticipating the largest attendance at a single service, 
the closing service was held Friday evening in ‘the large 
First Baptist Church of Roanoke with Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, ULCA President, as the speaker. The message of 
the evening gave the Leaguers an insight into the heroism 
of faith, of how the heroic had become a commonplace 
in the lives of many modern Lutheran Christians on the 
continent of Europe. Dr. Fry’s appeal to youth was for 
them to exemplify some of the same qualities in their 
lives. The stirringly impressive candlelight installation 
service conducted by Executive Secretary Joseph W. 
Frease brought the convention to a glorious close. 


Thirteen 


November Party Suggestions 


November brings Thanksgiving and 
with that we always think of turkey, 
fruits, vegetables, and all other types of 
goodies. Such a holiday gives you many 
possibilities for decorations and invita- 
tions. Turkeys, horns of plenty, pilgrims, 
early colonial settlements, log cabins, In- 
dians, corn, and ships made after the 
Mayflower all are appropriate. 

Here are some game suggestions suit- 
able for this month. 


Cranberry Wishbone Game 

On a large sheet of wrapping paper 
mark a dozen wishbones. Make dotted 
lines across the open end of each. Give 
each player twelve cranberries and let 
all take turns trying to roll them inside 
the wishbones. The player succeeding in 
getting the most cranberries within the 
wishbones is the winner. If several play- 
ers “tie” for honors, they compete with 
each other, 


Mirrored Nuts 

Place the contestants, one at a time, in 
front of a mirror. Each one is to hold a 
milk bottle on top ‘of his head with one 
hand and with a teaspoon in the other 
hand, pick up ten walnuts (or other 
nuts ), one at a time, and try to drop them 
in the bottle. Each nut landing inside 
the bottle counts one towards the score. 


Cranberry Yard Dash 

Two competing players take places on 
opposite sides of a table. In front of each 
is a yardstick, two toothpicks, and a 
cranberry. At a given signal, each player 
places his cranberry at the end of the 
yardstick and starts moving it with a 
toothpick to the opposite end of the stick. 
The cranberry must be rolled or shoved 
along, not raised from the stick. If it 
rolls off, it must be worked back to the 
point where it rolled off with the aid of 
toothpicks alone. The player who first 
successfully accomplishes this is the vic- 
tor. (This may be played in teams also. ) 


Thanksgiving Dinner 
Guests are given paper and pencil and 
asked to write a menu, the dishes of 
which should begin with the letters in 


® Miss Baughman is currently Life Service 
Secretary of the Luther League of the Synod 
of Kansas and adjacent States. She is engaged 
in Social Service Work and lives at Topeka. 
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the word THANKSGIVING. It should 
be kept in mind that the dishes should, 
as far as possible, be ones that could be 
served on this holiday. (Sample menu 
may be given.) 

Here are some other games that may 
be used on this or other occasions: 


Snip 

Players are seated in a group. “It” 
points to one player, pronounces and 
spells a word, such as “dog, DOG’, 
then immediately counts to 12 and says, 
“Snip”. Before he reaches 12, the per- 
son to whom he points must name 3 ob- 
jects, the first beginning with D, 2nd 
with O, and 3rd with G. If he does not 
finish in time he becomes “It”. Words 
of more than 3 letters can be used after 
a little practice on the game. 


True or False 

Players are divided into two teams and 
stand on either side of a center line. 
One team is the “true” team and the 
other is the “false”. Indicate a goal for 
each team equidistant from the center 
line. The leader faces the group, and 
gives a statement. If the statement is 
true, the “true” team run to their goal 
and are chased by the “false”. Players 
who are tagged become members of the 
“false” team. The opposite is true if the 
statement is false. The team with the 
largest number of players at the end of 
the game wins. Examples of statements 
are “Grass is green.” (True) “Thanks- 
giving is in December.” (False), ete. 


Pop 
Each man is given a balloon, blows it 
up and ties it about his waist, letting the 
balloon be in back. The girls are given 
fly swatters and told to break as many 
balloons as they can. The girl breaking 
the largest number is the winner. 


Guess Who 

Players sit in a circle. One leaves the 
room and the others choose a_ leader. 
When “It” comes into the room, the 
leader performs some minor action such 
as clapping his hands, stamping one foot, 
drawing circles in the air with his finger, 
etc. All the rest do the same thing trying 
to change quickly so “It” cannot deter- 
mine who is leader. When the leader 


By Miriam J. Baughman * 


is guessed correctly, he goes out of the 
room and a new leader is chosen. Each 
player has three guesses. 


Name Six 
A small object, such as a ball, is pas- 
sed around a seated circle of players, 
while the piano or some music is played. 
Whoever has the object when the music 
stops must name 6 nouns (objects) be- 
ginning with whatever letter of the al- 
phabet is called out by the leader. This 
must be done before the ball can be pas- 
sed completely around the circle and 
back to him. If there is no music avail- 
able, one person closes his eyes and calls 
“stop” as the ball is being passed. If the 
group is small, reduce the number of 
nouns to be named to four; if it is large, 
increase it to eight or ten. 


Ocean Wave 

Players arrange their chairs close to- 
gether in a circle. One then goes into 
the center and leaves a vacant chair. 
The center player calls “shift right” (or 
left)” and changes the call whenever he 
wishes. The players endeavor to keep the 
chair on the right or left occupied while 
shifting as directed. In the meantime the 
center player tries to find a seat. Who- 
ever is at fault in case he succeeds ex- 
changes places with him. 


Get Ready For 


PTL. Day 


DECEMBER 11, 1949 


The Book For a Companion 
is the topic. See Page 25 


Purchase a reasonable supply of 
L. L. Pocket Testaments. 
See Page 27 


Secure the necessary quantity of the 
folder, ‘‘Wanted-Needed,” free 


from 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


A PICTURE STORY OF OUR 
ROANOKE CONVENTION, AUGUST 15-19, 1949 


The opening service in the chapel-like ballroom, Dr. Oscar W. Carlson, 
speaker, at the lectern, choirs of local Lutheran churches at left. Sec- bl t th : A ; 
retary William J. Ducker was the Liturgist and Committeeman Rev. need a oases aS 
W. F. Most read the lessons. 


President Howard L. Logan presided 


There was a constant stream of registrants 
especially on the first day of the conven- 
tion, but the system devised by the local 
committee assured easy and speedy hand- 
ling of the more than 1,000 on the open- 
ing day. 


(Rt.) A typical view of the convention 
gathered to consider its business. Every 
chair was filled. 
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Southern belles who were hostesses. 


Virginia Hospitality Booth: Where delegates went for their One of the four lines waiting for refreshments at the close 
daily newspapers, information, 24-hour film service, etc. of the reception. 


What the Intermediate 
Contestants faced as they ; 
looked out from the stage 

in the Laboratory Theatre, 
Roanoke College, Salem, on 
Tuesday in the forenoon. 
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Miss Louise Marks, LLA’s Secre- 
tary for Intermediates during the 
_ past year, who was so largely re- 
sponsible for the success of the 
Intermediate Essay Contest. 


(Rt) Miss Mary Catherine Miller, 
St. John’s Church, Salisbury, N. C., 
winner in the Essay Finals at 
Roanoke. 


? 
as 


i i i i for rest between games. Plans called 
the Intermediate Day program lined up on one Girls take time out I 
Beat nae eEuanoké College ean asinah for games. for out-door activities, but rain changed them. 


Miss Marks and her daily Bible study group. Rev. Harold Park with his study group. 
Seventeen 
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The principals at the Missionary Night (Tues- - 
day) Service. Back row, L to R: Rev. J. P.', 
Shannon, Liturgist, Dr. Ralph W. Loew, main: 
speaker, Rev. William G. Arbaugh, represent- - 
ing Latin America, Mr. Robert Menges, Mis- - 
sionary Chairman, LLA, Rev. Harold V. 
Whetstone, China. Front row, L to R: Mr., 
Nachiko Ide, Japan, Miss Alice Zechariah, , 
R.N., India, Prof. Isaac Alexander, India, Rev. . 
Atsumi Tasaka, Japan. Not shown in picture> 
is Miss Ielene Ufkes who also addressed the» 
convention. 


(Right) Treasurer Howard Turkheimer, 
dr., presents check for completion of 
China-Ske'don Project to Rev. Mr. 
Whetstone who represented the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the ULCA. On 
the far right is Mr. Robert Menges who 
led the project to victory in the rais- 
ing of $28,824, 


(Left) This discussion group on the Ministry, , 
led by Rev. David Cooper, was one of several | 
held simultaneously on two convention days. . 
There will be more men for the Ministry in 
the years ahead if this interest is any in-- 
dication. 


(Right) Miss Ielene Ufkes, short-term 
LL missionary to China under the 
China-Skeldon Project, talks missions 
to a large group of interested Leaguers 
at Roanoke. Photo shows her wearing 
a Chinese dress and holding up another 
one for her hearers to see. Interest 
was keen. 
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Chaplain Fisher whom the Daily Keynoter Tambert whose 
_Leaguers rose early to hear, mid-morning addresses stimulated 
- —and to worship. Leaguers. 


Leaguers saw Natural Bridge in the rain. 


Pastor Alfred L. Beck, Chairman of Bible study leaders, 
teaching his Bible study group. 


(Rt.) Song-leader Pastor Clarence B. Lund rehears- 
ing the convention choir under crowded conditions 
in the Pine Room. 


a 


meee 


Spouse 


Some of the hard-working members of the Nominating 
Committee. Many were absent when this picture was made. 


(Rt.) Retiring prexy Logan congratulating 
President Roy Henrickson. 
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Nineteen 


“We Follow 
Christ” 


The retiring Executive Committee present at the con- 
vention. Seven members of the committee, one absent, 
retire with this convention. They are: Alvin H. Schae- 
diger, after 20 years on the committee; Miss Clara Roitsch, 
Chairman, Intermediate Advisory Committee; Rev. J. P. 
Shannon, Life Service Chairman; Rev. Carl A. Driscoll; 
Mrs. Paul H. Cover, Education Committee Chairman; 
Miss Ruth Blackburn, Secretary; Edward Wiggert. Sec- 


retary Ducker also retires at the end of his ten-year 
term, March 21, 1950. 


The gala and festive social event of the convention was the 
colorful banquet on Thursday night. A typical southern menu 
was served to the 1,000 banqueters who crowded the capacity 
of the large banquet hall and ball-room of the commodious 
Hotel Roanoke. Parlors A and B adjoining the main room 
were thrown open and filled, as was the adjoining Peacock 
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Alley. Hotel Roanoke reported that it was the largest ban- 
quet they had ever served. President Logan was the Toast- 
master, and the chief speaker was Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, 
former President of Midland College and now the Pastor 
of the large Trinity Lutheran Church, Akron, Ohio. He 
spoke on the theme, “Where Life Flows Full and Free.” 
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President Dr. Fry addressing the Prexy Henrickson, left, receiving gift Dr. Weigman’s jokes sent the con- 
happy banqueters in lighter vein. from Pittsburgh Prexy Don Power. vention into rounds of laughter. 


One of many corners not seen in the large banquet picture. A sampling of the contents of Parlors A and B during the 
This one is of New Jersey-New York. banquet. The Leaguers from Canada Synod shown. 


‘They came from “far away places” to Roanoke for this Another group that had to travel many miles to reach the 
convention. Here are the Texas Leaguers at banquet. convention city—Western Canada Synod Leaguers. 
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i i -Di Evangelism for the ULCA, now 
- dent LLA, Dr. Oscar W. Carlson, ex Director of : 1 
aa pipes Sonia coal room. Baltimore pastor, leads his group in a consideration of evangelism. 


The convention reached the high point of inspiration at its 
closing. service when, meeting in Roanoke’s large First Bap- 
tist Church, with the picture of Thorwaldsen’s Christ still 
used at the focal point of visual interest, Dr. Franklin Clark 
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Fry, ULCA President, spoke on the thrilling theme, “Modern- 
Day Martyrs.” Secretary J. W. Frease was the Liturgist 
and Pastor J. Edgar Stockman read the lessons. The candle- 
light installation service impressively climaxed the conclave. 
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BUILDING AND BALANCING THE BUDGET 
By REV. AND MRS. REGINALD W. DEITZ, Columbia, Pa. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 

Why? This is a topic about finances. Its purpose 
| is to make some practical suggestions about budget- 
ing; to outline steps which will help young people 
balance their expenditures with their income; and 
to help them appreciate the significance of planned, 
intelligent spending. Fundamental to the whole dis- 
cussion is a broad conception of Christian steward- 
ship. 

How? Living within an income is a common problem 
for most Young Adults. The approach is frankly 
from the standpoint of the family but young people 
not yet married will be thoroughly interested in this 
aspect of family management. Encourage expression 
of opinion on the three chief questions: Why have 
a budget? How do you build a budget? How can 
you balance a budget ? 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” (382 CSB) 
Scripture Lesson: II Corinthians 8:1-7; Matthew 6:25-33. 
Prayer: Praise to God for his care and love; 

For all who work with hand or mind, that they may lend 
their energies to productive, creative work; 

For all of us who spend our substance, that we may be 
good stewards of the gifts entrusted to our care; 

For all families in our land, that love may rule in their 
midst and that they may be drawn to the way of 
Jesus Christ. z 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (387 CSB) 
Topic 
Closing Prayer and Benediction 


@ PROJECTS 

1. On the basis of suggestions from the group make a 
list of practices in purchasing and family management 
which have helped to save money. 

2. Ask members of the group to tell what they have 
learned about estimating values when buying such things 
as clothing, sheets, towels, furniture, rugs, household ap- 
pliances, foods, drugs and toilet articles, soaps and clean- 
ers, and the like. 

3. Ask several couples to report on their experiences 
in building and operating with a budget. 

4. Ask each family in your group to plan a budget 
for itself on the basis of an income of $500 a month. In 
discussing the differing amounts assigned to various items 
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there should be plenty of room for good debate and lots of 
fun. This is a good exercise in discovering how money can 
express spiritual and ethical values. 


® FOR FURTHER READING 

When You Marry, by Evelyn M. Duvall and Reuben 
Hill. Association Press, 1945. 450 pp. $3.00. An excellent 
‘book written with life and humor on all aspects of marriage 
from early dating to the various phases of family life. 

Christian Family Life, by Earl S. Rudisill. United 
Lutheran Publication House, 1944. 90 pp., 30¢. A small 
study book with a good chapter on the family and money. 

The Family Lives Its Religion, by Regina W. Wieman. 
Harper and Brothers, 1941. 236 pp. $3.00. The chapter 
on “Budgeting Our Resources” is a helpful discussion of 
some important principles. 

Achieving A Christian Home Today, by Percy R. and 
Myrtle H. Hayward. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 39 pp. 
10 cents. A study course with an interesting chapter on 
“Managing Money.” 

The Home and Christian Living, by Percy and Myrtle 
R. Hayward, Westminster Press, 1931. $1.50. An older 
though still valuable study book with a chapter on “Mas- 
tering the Use of Money”. 


@ RESOURCE ARTICLE (See Pages 8 and 9) 
(Continued from Page 9) 

locker and the interest on the money borrowed to make 
the purchase were more than saved in the lower cost of 
the meat. (Incidentally, this illustrates an important point 
concerning borrowing. Loans should be made as a busi- 
nessman would make them—to save or to make money. 
Establish a good credit rating and then use it judiciously, 
never simply to indulge a fancy.) 

3. Learn to maintain your family possessions. Different 
members of the family may specialize in different opera- 
tions. The family that must employ professional help to 
replace a hinge, repair a lamp cord, fix a leaky faucet, 
put in a shelf, hang a dress, or mend a shirt is likely to 
find itself in for budget trouble unless its income is most 
ample. Even major jobs like painting and papering are not 
beyond a family team with a bit of courage, aptitude, and 
patience. What you invest in 4 few tools, you will save 
many times over. 

4. Watch your luxuries. Be sure to list them in laying 
out your budget. Find out what they actually cost. Then 
you can’ decide whether they are important enough to you 
to be maintained or not. Beware particularly of that most 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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DECEMBER 
Pre-Christmas Thoughts 


4—What Modem Jews Believe 
Deuteronomy 6:3-9 


11—A Book for a Companion (P. T. L. Day) 
Acts 8:26-38 | 


18—The Greatest Advent Hymn 
Luke 1:68-79 


25—Christ, the Saviour, Is Bom 
Luke 2:8-20 


The topics presented hereiwth are 
for use by Young People (those 18 


years of age and over) in the month 


of December. November topics for 
the same group appear in the issue of 


for yoo people 


NOVEMBER 
The Church and Finance 


6—Dollars and Sense 
Matthew 25:14-30 


The Luther League 
October. 


Project No. 1 of Operation Spiritual 
—Studies in Philippians—is now being 


used in Leagues. 


Review for 


183—Where the Church Comes In 
I Corinthians 16:1-4 


20—How My Church Comes Out 
Acts 5:12-16 


27—Think What We Could Do! 
: Acts 5:29-42 


WHAT MODERN JEWS BELIEVE 
Deuteronomy 6:3-9 
By THE REV. EDWARD N. SPIRER, North Hollywood, California 


@ THE PROGRAM 


Prelude 

Hymn: “O Zion Haste” (160 PSH; 266 CYH*) 

Invocation: 

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Psalm 24 (Read responsively ) 

Scripture Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:3-9 

Prayer: O Father, we thank Thee for the Church 
which Thou hast raised up in many parts of 
the earth, and we pray for all those whom 
Thou hast called into it. Guide them through 
perplexities, defend them amidst oppression 
and hatred; strengthen and uphold those who 
face persecution for Christ’s sake, and ever- 
more enrich them with the gifts of Thy 
spirit through the same, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

(185 PSH; 74 CYH®*) 

Presentation of topic 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 

The Offering (269 CYH*) 

Prayer: O Father in Heaven whose will it is 
that all men should tum to Thee in trust; 
give to us who bear Thy Name the buming 
faith and practical devotion to proclaim the 
Lordship of our Christ among every people 
of the earth. Make Thy Church, we pray 
Thee, a witnessing fellowship, showing forth 
among both the mighty and the needy the 
power of the redemption Thou hast prepared. 
Give it grace to bind up the nation’s wounds, 
to moderate the conflicts, resolve the tensions, 
subdue the hates, and temper the injustices 
which tear our world apart. Give us grace 
and skill to build across the barriers of dis- 
tance, language, race, and nation, firm ties 
of fellowship in Christ. Raise. up for Thy- 
self a chosen people in every land to seek 
Thy will with devotion and live Thy way 
with power. Bring under Thy sovereign sway 
every human relationship and every temporal 
undertaking. Consecrate us anew in this our 
troubled day to the task of evangelizing the 
world, that at last all Thy children shall 
own Thee, and Thy Son our Saviour, and the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, ever one God: and 
Lord. Amen. 

The Benediction 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the Us LO Ps, A. 


@ THE TOPIC 
What Modern Jews Believe 
“The Jew’, we often say in contempt- 
uous scorn. But we forget that there 
stands behind that Jew, people such as 
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have not been found in any other nation 
or race. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are 
numbered among them, David, Isaiah, 
Solomon, Daniel, Matthew, John, Paul, 
to mention only a few more. 


“That Jew,” we say in derision, and 
then we turn to read the 23rd Psalm; 
pray the Lord’s prayer; gather comfort 
from the 15th Chapter of I Corinthians 
or are assured a place in Heaven by vir- 
tue of a salvation brought us by the Jew 
of Jews, Jesus Christ, The Son of God. 


Well might the Jew of yester-year lift 
high his head and with expanded chest 
cry out, “I am a Jew, in my veins there 
flows the royal blood of the promised 
Messiah.” But today the Modern Jew, 
cutting himself off spiritually, no longer 
possesses a boast. The term “Jew” indeed 
has become rather a mark of disrespect, 
for it no longer represents religion. It no 
longer stands for fidelity to the living 
God. The Modern Jew is not only a man 
without a country, but he has also long 
since forsaken the true worship of Je- 
hovah. His Temple today plays up only 
the social side of life. 


When the happy opportunity came to 
the writer to speak before the Jewish 
people of his community, he was amazed 
at the ignorance and unfamiliarity of 
God’s chosen race with Biblical terms 
and names. No longer do they hold fast 
to the truths of Abraham, Isaac and Ja- 
cob. Like many Gentiles, sin and its at- 
traction has dulled their spiritual con- 
science and lulled them into spiritual 
apathy. The Bible to the Modern Jew is 
just another book with no claim to fur- 
ther inspiration than Shakespeare’s or 
Emerson’s works. “Heaven”, they tell us, 
“is what you make it.” That the Jew 


has lost all sense of the spiritual and | 
looks in other directions for power with | 
which to establish himself. Since our ' 
world’s interpretation of success is meas- 
ured in gold, the Jew has erected a} 
golden calf he has learned to worship. 
Little wonder the struggle for him is so | 
great. Little wonder in the moment of | 
quietness in his own room, the deep long- - 
ing of his soul is not satisfied. 


By nature and reason of heritage, he is | 
religious. The Jew of today must be} 
reached with the message of salvation | 
promised his forefathers. 


There is a growing tendency in some : 
quarters to regard Judaism as a sister re- » 
ligion to Christianity, and to place the : 
two on a basis of entire equality, ascrib- | 
ing the same virtues to both. This may ' 
have been true in early days, but it is | 
not true today, nor does scripture war- - 
rant such erroneous assumption. The : 
Holy Bible plainly states, “Believe on the : 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be: 
saved.” Though that Modern Jew could | 
be found who believed in the Old Testa- - 
ment as the inspired Word of God, in| 
spite of his knowledge he is lost. Were : 
he to believe sincerely in his beautiful | 
customs and ceremonies, his various holi- - 
days, many of which are God-given, the : 
Jew by reason of his prejudices against : 
Christ and Christianity is further away ' 
from God than the heathen of darkest : 
Africa. 


Judaism with all of its moral precepts ; 
and system of ethics is not a safe way of | 
salvation. Neither can their prayers, their ° 
fastings, and their charity atone for sin. . 


The Jewish idea of eternal life and | 
the forgiveness of sin is based entirely ’ 
upon their own conception of what con- - 
stitutes “Good deeds.” But when Scrip- - 
ure teaches that “By the works of the» 
law shall no flesh be justified,” we know - 
that he is trusting in a false hope. 
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_ The ‘gulf between Judaism and Chris- 


tianity is not so wide as is commonly 


“supposed. In fact, Christianity is in every 


sense a Jewish and not a Gentile religion. 


Ey Its founder was a Jew, as were the Dis- 


ciples and Apostles and Writers of the 
New Testament. The cradle of Chris- 
tianity was the Synagogue, and all to 
whom the Gospel was first preached 
were Jews. What a pity a race so nobly 
endowed and divinely chosen, should err 


by their present day unbelief. 
~ ® SOME DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 


Q. If Jews have fallen into such un- 


‘belief, how do we account for their large 


Church membership? 
Ans. Every Jew who attends one ser- 


_ vice a year is counted a member. In large 


guide and companion. 


cities, one will therefore observe gather- 
ings during High Holidays in rented halls 


-to accomodate those who wish to be re- 


garded as ot the Jewish faith. 
Q. Is it not true that their services 
are well attended? 


Ans. Their services are well attended 
in the Orthodox Synagogue on High 
Holidays only. To the writer’s personal 
knowledge it has always been a struggle 
for the average Synagogue to muster a 
“Minyim” (quorum) for prayers for the 
dead and sometimes for Sabbath service. 


The attendances at Reform Temple 
services are better because the social em- 
phasis and the desire of the “Better 
class” Jew to imitate the Christian Church 
attendance. 


Q. What has caused this wholesale - 


spiritual back sliding? 


Ans. The educational advantages of 
the Jew in America and other free coun- 
tries have made it impossible for him to 
follow the leadership of the orthodox. 
They (the Orthodox Rabbis) generally 
have no secular academic standing. Real- 
izing this, the Reformed have bent over 
backwards to achieve what the others 
lacked at the expense of the spiritual. 


Q. How can we help the Jew? Can 
we ever hope to win him to Christ? 

Ans. The Jew facing a world of real- 
ity senses his need of spiritual help, but 
with eyes still red with weeping over 
mistreatment accorded his own in Russia, 
Spain, Germany and other lands, pre- 
sumably in the name of Christ, he closes 
the door of approach. Love is our great- 
est weapon. The exercise of this “new 
commandment” will do much to lead the 
Jew to give unprejudiced consideration 
to the claims of Christ. 


Others in many of our congregations 
have had the joy of leading Jewish souls 
to confess Christ as Saviour. Recently 
the writer baptized into the Christian 
faith, a young Jewish lawyer and _ his 
Catholic wife. This past week, a fine 
Jewess and her Son were baptized. This 
latter, the fruit of seeds of Christian love 
and fellowship planted by the pastor and 
people of a Lutheran congregation in 
New York City. 


THE BOOK FOR A COMPANION 
Acts 8:26-38 
By THE REV. OLIN G. DASHER, Fircrest, Tacoma, Wash. 


@ SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 


The purpose of the Pocket Testament League 


is twofold: : 
1. That God’s Word may become our daily 


2. To equip us to be instruments in God’s 
hands to win souls for Christ. 

In this program emphasize two points that 
will help to bring to all more vividly the above 
two-fold purpose: 

1. In order for God’s Word to become our 
daily guide and companion, we need to take 
time for God daily—Bible Reading and Prayer. 

2. To become better instruments in God’s 
hands to win souls for Him, Christ must in- 
crease and I must decrease. 

If you can bring before your Leaguers these 
two points—taking time and becoming saturated 
with God’s power and love—you may be as- 
sured that each life will become richer and 
fuller for the Master’s service. 

Secure Pocket Testament League supplies 
from Luther League Headquarters, Suite 405, 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

An excellent collection of materials is con- 
tained in “The Light of Lights,” by Mrs. 
Stewart Dale, published by the Young Peoples 
Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 421 South Fourth St., Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, for 60 cents per copy, size 6 x 9, 112- 
page booklet. Some of the chapters are as fol- 
lows: “Suggestions for planning of P.T.L. Pro- 
grams”, “General Information on the Pe lilicas 
“Banquet Suggestions”, ‘Special P.T.L. pro- 
grams”, “P.T.L. Skits”, “Readings, Short Stories, 
Poems, Bible Quizzes”, “Articles on How to 
Read the Bible, Prayer, Family Altar’’. 


@ PROGRAM 


Call. to Worship 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the 


Gospel to every creature.” 
“Their sound went forth through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the 


_ world.” 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and 


a light unto my path.” 
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The Gloria Patri (sung or said) 

The Announcement of the Topic 

Opening Hymn: ‘Break Thou the bread of life” 

(273 PSH; 143 CYH*) 

Scripture Reading: Acts 8:26-38: “Philip and 
the Ethiopian Eunuch” 

Prayer: “Almighty and Everlasting God, whose 
Word is a lamp to our feet and a light on 
our way: make our minds, we pray Thee, 
receptive to the deep wisdom of the Holy 
Bible. Give us: 

Humble spirits that it may rebuke our sins 
effectually; [ 

Open eyes that we may see in its record 
the beauty of holiness and the surpassing 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

Grace to study it so honestly that its revel- 
ation of Thy will may inform every daily 
decision we must make. 

So do Thou, O God, teach us, and give us 
vision, and renew in us the power of Thy 
Spirit that we may be not only hearers of 
the Word, but doers also, through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen (Prayer 
No. 30, “For Wisdom in Bible-Study’’, p. 367, 

Christian Youth Hymnal, Muhlenberg Press, 
1948). 

Hymn: “Lord, Thy Word Abideth” 

(119 PSH) 

Presentation of Topic 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell the Story” 

(285 PSH; 270 CYH*) 

Forum on the purpose and functions of the 
Pocket Testament League, led by Educational 
Secretary or other qualified leader, 

Recruiting of Members for the Pocket Testament 
League. 

Luther League Benediction 


®Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the-U;,-L* PB: Hi. 
@ THE TOPIC 
The Traveling Public 
Americans are a traveling people, and a 
moving people, perhaps more than any 
other nation in the world, with the pos- 
sible exception of the ~war-devastated 


countries of Europe, and in China and 
India, where mass migrations are still in 
progress. Many people read as they travel 
to and from work, on short and on long 
trips. There are few railroad or bus sta- 
tions without a display of reading matter 
for sale. Among the “Pocket-Book Edi- 
tions” may occasionally be seen a “New 
Testament” or “Selections from The Holy 
Bible”. Traveling people are lonely peo- 
ple at times, and reading furnishes a good 
companion. What better companion can 
there be than a copy of the New Testa- 
ment or some portion of the Bible? What 
better companion can there be than the 
Saviour of the Scriptures? As the Tables 
of the Law in the Ark always symbolized 
God’s presence to the wandering Chil- 
dren of Israel, even so can a small Testa- 
ment carried in the pocket or purse be 
a symbol of the presence of God in our 
contemporary lives. 


The Constant Companion 

An insurance slogan reads: “It is bet- 
ter to have it and not need it, than to 
need it and not have it”. Of course, in- 
surance is largely for the emergencies of 
life, but God’s Word is for all phases of 
life at all times. More of our young 
people would read God’s Word daily if 
it were a permanent part of their equip- 
ment carried’ as a personal item, as ha- 
bitually as a comb, compact, wallet, ete. 
The Bible has an appropriate word for 
us at all times; when we are sad or glad, 
prosperous or poor, tempted to do good 
or to do evil, discouraged or thrilled, 
lonely or fearful, calm or confident, sick 
or healthy, successful or a failure, tired 
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or rested, with friends or without friends, 
when our faith is weak or strong, when 
we face the tragedies or triumphs of life, 
in life and in death, in the extremes of 
li{s, or the “in betweens”. God never 
changes. He is always our best friend. 
He has revealed this fact through His 
Word. “And'my God shall supply all your 
needs according to His riches in glory 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19) 


P. T. L. History and Purpose 

The Pocket Testament League is a 
world-wide movement which attempts to 
unite all these who make a regular habit 
of reading the Word of God daily and of 
carrying a Bible or New Testament with 
them whenever possible. The P.T.L. aims 
_(1) to help make God’s Word ‘become 
our daily guide and companion; (2) to 
help equip young people especially to be 
instruments in God’s hands to win souls 
—that is, personal evangelism. The latter 
goal ties in with the co-ordinated efforts 
of eight major Lutheran bodies in Amer- 
ica to win a million souls for Christ and 
His Church during 1949 and 1950. The 
P.T.L. was founded in 1889 by Helen 
Cadbury (later Mrs. Charles Alexander ), 
daughter of a cocoa manufacturer-philan- 
thropist of Birmingham, England. The 
P.T.L. Society was launched as an inter- 
national organization in 1998 in Philadel- 
phia by Charles Alexander, Helen Cad- 
bury’s husband. The present international 
headquarters is Pocket Testament League, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New 
York. The organization now numbers 
- more than eight million members in many 
countries. Still it grows and still souls 
are won and strengthened through its 
stress on daily searching and sharing of 
the sacred Scriptures. 

The P.T.L. was introduced to the 
Luther League of America of the United 
Lutheran Church in America by The Rey. 
C. P. Harry, D.D., then Education Sec- 
retary, L.L.A., at the Charleston Conven- 
tion July, 1935. Anyone who has made 
his personal decision to read God’s Word 
daily and to carry this Word when pos- 
sible may become a member. No dues 
are required of members. If you have 
made the two-fold decision required of 
a member, you may become a member by 
(1) signing the P.T.L. pledge and put- 
ang it in your Testament; (2) secure a 
P.T.L. membership card, sign it and mail 
it to the P.T.L. headquarters. In return 
you will receive a bookmark together 
with other P.T.L. materials. You then 
become a full-fledged member. 


Why Carry a Testament? 
Why should you carry a Testament? 
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(1) It is the Word of God “which is able 
to make us wise unto salvation by faith 
in Christ Jesus.” It is not just another 
book; it is The Book. It is not A Book 
for A Companion”, but “The Book for a 
Companion”. (2) Carry a Testament be- 
cause it is the Word of God, through 
which the Holy Spirit works; giving us 
direction and power in our Christian life 
and faith. (3) Carry a Testament so that 
you may read it at any time. Crowd out 
the evil thoughts that constantly seek en- 
trance with God’s pure eternal words. 
(4) Carry a Testament so that you may 
have it to win and strengthen souls for 
Christ. (5) Carry a Testament so that 
you may be reminded of God’s presence 
and providence and also be guided in 
making decisions, both small and great. 


Carry—Read—Pray 
As Luther in “The Small Catechism” 
designates “Morning and Evening Pray- 
er’, so we should strive for morning 
and evening reading of The Bible. Read- 
ing it just once a day can become too 
mechanical, just to achieve the goal of 
daily Bible reading. Read it often, rever- 
ently, without hurry or interruption. Use 
spare time whenever or wherever found. 
Odd moments here and there can be- 
come fruitful by concentrating on a verse 
by. meditation and memorization. Mem- 

orize a verse a day or a week. 


Share the Riches of His Grace 

“Let your light so shine before men” 
(Matthew 5:16). Paul said, “For I am 
not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation”. You should 
not be ashamed of this light and power 
(in the Word). When these qualities 
have become a part of you; you want 
others to share your treasure. You na- 
turally want to share your greatest trea- 
sures with others, for in sharing they be- 
come greater treasures. This is especially 
true of God’s Word—the surest way to 
lead others to enjoy and appreciate the 
Word is to use it and show it to others 
yourself, 

Give a Testament to others. The great- 
est gift is the gift of the Word. Because 
we love our fellowmen we want to give 
him the Word of Life. That is the es- 
sence of all missionary endeavor, personal 
work. We do not save others. Only God 
the Holy Spirit does this through the 
Word, calling men to repentance and 
faith. But by giving the Word we help 
open the way of salvation. What a 
glorious opportunity! What a sobering 
responsibility! 

It should be convenient to carry a 
pocket Testament. Most men when fully 
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dressed have 14 pockets. Surely one can 
furnish a sanctuary for a Testament, or 
a single book of the Bible. (The Amer- 
ican Bible Society provides the following 
books in separate volumes, 3 x 4% inches, 
for 114 cents each: Matthew Mark, Luke, 
John, Acts, Romans, I and I Corinthians, 
Galatians to Thessalonians (one booklet), 


Timothy to Hebrews—one booklet, James 


to Jude—one booklet, Revelation, Pro- 
verbs. Also bound in colored paper co- 
vers, 334.x5%4 inches, 4 cents each, the 
following books are also offered by the 
American Bible Society: Matthew, Mark, 
Luke John, Acts, Isaiah, Psalms. The 
Four Gospels in a single volume may 
also be secured from the same agency 
(price not available). Order from your 
nearest office of the American Bible So- 
ciety, 450 Park Ave., New York, New 
York; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 2, Georgia; 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Illinois; 
1914 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas; 224 
McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cali- 
fornia ). 4 

A lady usually carries all she needs in 
her purse. Surely there is room for the 
Word there, also. Someone is quoted as 
saying, “If there is room in your heart | 
for a friend, you will find room in your 
home and at your hearth for him.” If 
you have room in your heart for God 
and his Word, you will make room for 
this Word on your person. 

God’s Word is our great heritage, 

And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

Shall be our chief endeavor; 

Through life it guides our way; 

In death it is our stay, 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure, 

Throughout all generations. 

—Fritz Reuter 


® WORDS FROM GOD’S WORD 


Acts 17:11. Read the Bible daily. “These (in 
Berea) were more noble than those in Thessa- 
lonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so.” Those 
who read and studied God’s Word daily were 
ready for and reception to the Gospel. The 
Word has its best hearers among those who 
daily and faithfully read and study it. 


Psalm 119:18. Pray for light. “Open Thou mine 
eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of 
Thy law.” Man in his natural sinful state can- 
not see the hidden wonders of God’s Word. 
God first must remove the barriers of darkness 
separating man from God. God only can do that. 


II Timothy 2:15. Study and meditate. “Study 
to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the Word of truth.” To be able to share God’s 
Word there must be a careful searching and 
study. The Revised Standard Version of the 
New Testament, 1946, renders it “Tightly hand- 
ling the word of truth.” , 


Psalm 119:11. Commit it to memory. “Thy 
Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
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“not. sin against thee.” From ancient time the 
best way to know God’s Word is to commit it 
~ to memory, then it is a safeguard against sin. 
Christ Himself must have memorized much 
Scripture, as did every good Hebrew lad. He 
- quoted extensively from the Psalms, Law, and 
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_ Prophets. Scripture verses correctly quoted were ~ 


‘i the best weapon He used against Satan in The 
Temptation in the Wildemess. 


_ Exodus 3:5. Approach it reverently. “And God 
said (to Moses), Draw not nigh hither: put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.’ We are 
in God’s presence when we read His Word— 
it is sacred ground. God speaks to us through 
<A His Word as surely as He spoke to Moses out 


<% of the burning bush. 
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Acts 24:14. Believe it. “But this I (Paul) admit 
to you, that according to the Way, which they 
__ call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, 
_ believing everything laid down by the law or 
_ written in the prophets” (R. S. V., 1946). 
ke Paul was able to preach with conviction because 
of his firm faith (belief). He believed the 
-- sacred writings were true and inspired. 
we 
Acts 8:28. Carry it with you. “A man of 
Ethiopia was returning, seated in his chariot, 
was reading the prophet Isa‘ah.”’ A man outside 
the household of faith (Israel) was reading the 
_ prophets while he traveled. How much more 
__ should the Christians read and carry their Bibles 
= ‘when heathen people also read these precious 
rk words! 
~ *Special Luther League (PTL Edition) 
pr Testaments 


¢ (Obta‘nable from The United Lutheran Pub- 
- lication House, or any one of its branches. ) 


S General features: Printed in exceptionally 
large, clear black face type. Boxed. Size, 
234 x 4% inches. 

Special features: Luther League emblem 


stamped on front cover. A special four page 
insert on which appears a statement of purpose, 

- Christian Customs, My Creed, and a personal 
membership form. 

Testaments, as described above, are available 
in three bindings: 

BH 1A—$1.00 a copy, postpaid; in lots of 
6 or more, 80 cents, postage extra. Dark grain 
flexible fabrikoid, limp, round comers, colored 
edges, side title in gold, blind-stamped Luther 
League emblem. 

BH 2—$1.50 a copy, postpaid; in lots of 
6 or more, $1.20, postage extra. Genuine lea- 
ther, limp, round comers, go!d edges, side title 
and Luther League emblem stamped in gold.. 

BH 2P—$1.65 a copy, postpaid in lots of 
6 or more, $1.30, postage extra. Genuine lea- 
ther, limp, round corners, go'd edges, side 
title and Luther League emblem stamped in 
gold with Psalms. 


@ SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 


The Bible 
“A Lamp Unto My Feet, and a Light Unto 
My Path’. 
The Bible is the Book to read, 
It meets and answers every need. 
When in perplexity and doubt 
The Bible points the right way. out. 


“Counsel is Mine, and Sound Wisdom”. 
To read the Bible through and through 
Brings wondrous words of life to view 
Words of wisdom, counsel, love, 

And inspiration from above. 


“Riches and Honor and with Me”. 
The Bible is a mine of gold, 
Of priceless gems and wealth untold. 
Read now, and pray that you may find 
Rich treasures for the heart and mind. 


“Happy is That People Whose God is the Lord”. 
With reverence search the sacred page, 
Blest guide to man from age to age. 
He will not falter in the strife 
Who builds upon the Word of Life. 
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pores 


be 


—World’s Sunday School Association, 
Glasgow, Scotland (Taken from “The 
Pastor and Ways of Using the Bible’, 
Sane Bible Society, No. U-29, Page 
28 ) 


Reading the Bible 


It is one thing to read the Bible through, 
Another thing to read to leam and do. 


Some read it as their duty once a week, 
But no instructions from the Bible seek. 


Some read to bring themselves into repute 
By showing others how they can dispute, 


While others read because their neighbors do, 
To see how long ’twill take to read it through. 


Some read it for the wonders that are there, 
How David killed a lion and a bear, 


While others read it with uncommon care, 
Hoping to find some contradiction there. 


One reads with father’s specs upon his head 
And sees the things just as his father said; 


Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed, 
Hence understand but little what they read: 


For every passage in the Book they bend 
To make it suit that all-important end. 


Some peopie read, as I have often thought, 
To teach the Book instead of being taught. 


So many people in these latter days 
Have read the Bible in so many ways 


That few can tell which system is the best, 
For every party contradicts the rest. 


But read it prayerfully and you will see 
Although men contradict, God’s Words agree. 


For, what the early Bible Prophets wrote 
We find that Christ and His Apostles quote; 


So trust no creed that trembles to recall 
What has been penned by One, and _ verified 
by all. 
—Anonymous 
—From “The Pastor and Ways of Using 
the Bible,” American Bible Society, 
U-29, Page 28-29 


Aspirations 

To be greatful to God for His gift of life, 
for His grace in my Baptism, and for the as- 
surance of His watchful care. 

To love Jesus my Saviour, and to serve Him 
gladly in the enterprises of His kingdom. 

To seek guidance from the Holy Spirit in the 
discovery of truth and to obtain power from 
Him for more perfect consecration. 

To care for my body as the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, to train my mind for significant 
achievement, and to enrich my soul with the 
true, the beautiful, and the good. 

To read my Bible every day and through 
meditation, praise, and prayer commune with 
my God, ask pardon for all my sins, and seek 
strength to resist temptation in every form. 

To be loyal to my Church, to attend regu- 
larly public worship in the house of God, and 
to receive the Lord in the Holy Supper. 

To honor my parents, to respect the aged, 
to be kind to the weak, and to aid the unfor- 
tunate. 

To be loyal to my country and to perform 
faithfully the duties of citizenship, 

To perform my daily tasks with a con- 
scientious and willing spirit and to live so 
consistent and attractive a Christian life that 
others may be drawn to Christ by the influence 
of my example. 

To participate in such amusements only as 
will benefit my body, mind, and soul. 

To form the habit of giving regularly of my 
means for the Lord’s work according to the de- 
gree in which He prospers me. 

To be faithful unto death that I may obtain 
the crown of life. 

—-From a P.T.L. leaflet of the Young 
People’s Luther League (ELC), 


How To Get the Most Out of 
Your Bible Reading 


1. Read slowly and reverently. 


2. Read with the idea of finding a helpful 
message for the day. 


3. Do not be discouraged if passages are 
obscure—many will be. 


4, Underline passages that impress you as 
you read. 


5. Pick out one short verse for the day’s 
meditation. 


6. Keep inviolate the period set aside for 
daily reading—in the moming preferably. 
““New Testament Reading Program” 


B-ehold the Book. 
I-nvestigate the Book. 
B-elieve the Book. 
L-ive the Book. 
E-xtend the Book. 


—American Bible Society, 


Will It Take 
Another War? 


(Continued from Page 4) 


given that responsibility in the names of 
all of the bodies in the National Lutheran 
Council. 


Now the Lutherans of America were 
beginning to think of cooperation in more 
than externals. Now Lutherans were feel- 
ing the urge for organic unity. Now the 
linguistic and cultural heritage of the 
past was becoming less important than 
the task God has set before the Lutheran 
Church in America for the future. 


Will it take another war? Ten months 
ago I might have answered, No, it will 
not. Today I am not so confident. On 
January 4, 1949, the Conference on 
Lutheran Unity—now referred to as the 
Committee of 34—met in Minneapolis. 
Very soon thereafter voices were heard 
suggesting that this group would not go 
along, that that group had been unfor- 
tunately ignored, that “we” do not want 
to be assimilated. On September 27, 
19419, the report of a Special Committee 
of Fifteen was received and acted upon 
by the whole Committee of 34.+ Luther- 
an organic unity in America may now 
take another war! Or it may even await 
a depression! 


Lutherans have come a long distance 
since 1916. It may still be in the pro- 
vidence of God that his Spirit will move 
within the bodies of American Lutheran- 
ism in your day and mine so that we 
truly will be able to sing as a fact, 

“We are not divided, 

All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 
One in charity.” 


+See The Lutheran, October 12, 1949, page 
4, for a further explanation. 
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THE GREATEST ADVENT HYMN 
Luke 1:68-79 
By THE REV. ULRICH S. LEUPOLD, Ph.D., Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


@® METHOD 


The presentation of this topic ought to in- 
clude a song practice in which the whole group 
will learn to sing the hymn “Wake, awake, for 
night is flying’’ (Common Service Book 5) cor- 
rectly. For this purpose a song leader is ab- 
solutely necessary. The song leader must be 
able to sing the hymn correctly and clearly 
without accompaniment. The best method will 
be for the song leader to sing the hymn once 
or twice alone and then let everybody join 
him. Passages in which the group has diffi- 
culty following may be practiced individually. 

After it has been learned, the hymn may for 
variety also be sung “‘antiphonally”, The group 
is split in two sections (e.g. boys and girls) 
and divices the hymn as follows: 

Ist Section: “Wake, awake . . . Awake, Jeru- 
salem, at last.” 

2nd Section: “‘Midnight hears . . 
night is past.’’ 

1st.: “The Bridegroom comes, awake,” 

2nd.: “Your lamps with gladness take;” 

Ist. and 2nd.: “Hallelujah.” 

Ist.: “And for His marriage feast prepare,” 

2nd.: “For ye must go to meet Him there”. 

The presentation of the topic proper may 
either precede or follow the hymn practice. 
If it follows, the hymn may be repeated at the 
end of the presentation. It is also possible to 
intersperse the several paragraphs of the topic 
between individual stanzas of the hymn. It 
may be found convenient to transpose the whole 
hymn a semitone lower to B major. The ac- 
companiment will sound better if the b-flat 
under “lamps” be changed to b-natural. 


ye virgins, 


@ WORSHIP 

Hymn: “Arise, the Kingdom Is At Hand” 
(15 CSB) 

The Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79) read or sung 

(CSB, Music Ed., page 36) responsively 
Scripture: The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

(Matthew 25:1-13) 

Presentation of Topic and Hymn Practice 

Offering 

Collect: “O God, our heavenly Father Who 
didst cause a new day to dawn on this earth 
when Thou gavest Thine only begotten Son 

Jesus Christ to be born of Mary the Virgin, 

give unto us, we pray Thee, ready minds and 

willing feet, so that shaking off dull sloth 
we may joyfully rise to accept Him into our 
hearts now and to receive Him as our eter- 
nal King and Redeemer when He shall return 
on the clouds of Heaven; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever One God, world without end. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 
Closing Hymn: “Hark, the glad sound’ 
(9 CSB) 

If a record player is available, 
J. S. Bach’s magnificent arrangements of “‘Wake, 
awake for night is flying” may be played 
before or after the programme. His cantata on 
this hymn is available in Victor Masterworks 
1162, his Chorale Prelude on the same in 
Victor Masterworks 616 and Musicraft 22. 


@ THE TOPIC 
The Occasion of the Hymn 

For many years after the Reformation, 
the Lutheran Church was a church under 
the cross. Her very life was constantly 
threatened by foes from within and with- 
out. Her death and life struggle against 
the powerful Roman Church dragged on 
for generations. A few strongholds had 
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some of, 


indeed been won, but in countless places 
the adherents of the Reformation still 
suffered persecution, and their church 
found herself hard pressed by her ene- 
mies. At the same time, the Protestants 
were divided among themselves. Espe- 
cially since Luther’s death in 1546, the 
Calvinists had vigorously advanced their 
claim of being the true heirs of the Re- 
formation. And Luther’s disciples felt 
called upon to defend the original Gospel 
of Wittenberg. Political unrest, wars, and 
invasions with famine, plagues, and im- 
morality in their wake further aggravated 
the work of the church. Especially the 
pastors had to bear the brunt of the bat- 
tle. They had to defend Lutheran teach- 
ing in long and vehement sermons from 
the pulpit and with the pen in ponderous 
doctrinal treatises. But they also had to 
suffer privations and hardships untold 
without murmuring, mindful of their 
Lord’s words: “Blessed are ye, when 
men shall . . . persecute you . ... for 
my sake .. . rejoice and be exceeding 
glad” (Matthew 5:11; 12). The life of 
Philip Nicolai is a case in point. 

Philip Nicolai was born in 1556 in 
Mengeringhausen, a small town in Ger- 
many. His father, a former priest, him- 
self had been ejected from his former 
charge because of his staunch Lutheran 
convictions. Philip attended some of the 
best schools of his day, among them the 
University of Wittenberg. A gifted student, 
he showed an early inclination to poetry 
and music. In fact, writing Latin poems 
for special occasions helped him to fi- 
nance his studies. His first charge was in 
the town of Herdecke in Westphalia, the 
same place from which his father had 
been banished previously. Philip fared 
little better. Catholics still held all the 
important municipal posts and made life 
difficult for him. At last, they called on 
the help of the Spaniards who from the 
neighboring Netherlands invaded the city 
and forced Nicolai to flee for his life. 
He lived through a siege in another town, 
but when he returned to Herdecke, he 
found that the inhabitants had meanwhile 
been forced to accept the Roman Mass, 
and so in 1587 he finally accepted a call 
to another parish in the town of Wil- 
dungen. His name was rapidly becoming 
famous for his numerous learned works 
in defence of Lutheran doctrine. In 
1596 he followed a call to Unna in West- 
phalia where the contention between 
Lutheran and Calvinists had been espe- 


cially lively. Soon he found himself em- 
broiled in these controversies. But tem- 
porarily other afflictions overshadowed 
these theological battles. A terrible 


‘plague visited Unna. One home after the 


other was affected, hundreds succumbing 
to the disease. Nicolai himself survived, 
although he lost several members of his 
family. The danger and misery all around 
him caused him to devote all his time to 
prayer and meditation. And out of these 
spiritual exercises grew a book of com- 
fort which he dedicated to his sorely 
tested parishioners. Nicolai gave to this 
book, which was first published in 1599, 
the title “Mirror of Joy” because in it 
he had collected and interpreted the 
teachings of Scripture on eternal life. 
Doubtlessly, it would be forgotten today 
but for three chorales which he appended 
to it. Two of these are of such spiritual 
force and depth that they are acknowl- 
edged among the best hymns of Christen- 
dom and are rightly called the “King and 
Queen of Chorales”. They are “Wake, 
Awake, For Night Is Flying” (CSB 5) 
and “O Morning Star, So Pure, So Bright” 
(CSB 349). 

Even after the plague had passed, 
Nicolai’s afflictions were not yet over. 
Once more a Spanish invasion forced him 
to flee the city in the midst of winter 
and to remain in exile for a quarter of a 
year. Only after he was called to Ham- 
burg in 1601 was he able to serve his 
parish with less interruptions. It was here 
in the year 1608 that a stroke suddenly 
ended his busy life. 


The Message of the Hymn 

“Wake, awake”, the opening words of 
our hymn annonuce its theme, a call to 
wakefulness and preparedness. This clar- 
ion call had already been sounded by 
the prophets of the Old Covenant. They 
liked to compare their office to that of a 
watchman. Jeremiah (6:17) records the 
word of the Lord: “Also I set watchmen 
over you, saying: Hearken to the sound 
of the trumpet”. Isaiah says (52:8): 
“Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice” 
and again (58:1): “Cry aloud, spare not, 
lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew 
my people their transgression”. Ezekiel 
records that the Lord appointed him a 
watchman over Israel and said to him: 
“If when he (the watchman) seeth the 
sword come upon the land, he blow the 
trumpet, and warn the people, then who- 
soever heareth the sound of the trumpet 
and taketh not warning . . . his blood 
shall be upon his head . . . But if the 
watchman . . . blow not the trumpet . . . 
if the sword come and take any person 
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from among them. . ., his blood will 
I require of the watchman’s hand”, 


__. These words must be understood from 
a picture of ancient warfare. The cities 
formed the “Maginot Line of antiquity. 


Every city was fortified with walls and 
~ moats. 


Entrance and exit was only 


through a few gates well protected by 


% turrets and_ bastions. 


If enemies ap- 
proached, not only the inhabitants of the 


city, but also the farmers of the sur- 
rounding countryside found refuge be- 
hind its walls and fortifications. By the 
time the hostile army arrived, it found 


all gates locked and barred and the mil- 


itia on the walls waiting to receive it 


_-with a shower of arrows and _ spears. 


_ However, this state of preparedness de- 
_ pended entirely on one man: the watch- 
man. In time of war, he kept constant 


watch from the highest tower. At the 


faintest sign of approaching danger, he 
blew his trumpet as a signal for the coun- 
try folk to rally behind the walls, the 
men folk to don their armours and hurry 
to their stations, the gates to be closed 
and bridges to be pulled up. A vigilant 


_ watchman could save a city. A drowsy or 
neglectful watchman could cause the loss 


Fs of the city and the death of hundreds of 


his fellow citizens, if the enemy came 
upon the city unexpectedly. Everyone 
was familiar with the responsibility of 
the watchman and the importance of his 
trumpet call. His task therefore fittingly 
illustrated that of the prophet sent to call 
his people to spiritual preparedness. 

The New Testament did not employ 
this picture. But the message “Wake, 
awake” is a keynote also of the New 
Covenant. John the Baptist sounded this 
note when he called upon his listeners to 
prepare for the Lord. And when that 
Lord had come, He constantly admon- 
ished all and sundry to prepare for the 
day when he would come again: “And 
what. I say unto you, I say unto all. 
Watch (Mark 13:37). That same call 
reechoes through the epistle of Paul: “Let 
us not sleep as do others; but let us 
watch and be sober” (I Thessalonians 
5:6). 

As a matter of fact, one might define 
the church as the band of those who 
wait and watch soberly and _ patiently, 
but intently for the return of the Lord. 

In the Church Year, we find this 
thought emphasized in two seasons, viz. : 
at its end and its beginning. The Parable 
of the Ten Virgins wih its message to be 
prepared has its proper place on the 
Last Sunday after Trinity; for the end 
of the church year reminds us of the 


-end_of our lives. But also the beginning 


of.the. church year bears the note -of 
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preparation; for it leads up to Christmas. 
We must prepare to receive the Christ 
Child into our hearts. Therefore Nicolai’s 
great hymn has suitably been designated 
as a hymn of Advent. 


The Form of the Hymn 

When Nicolai wrote his song of the 
“watchmen on the heights” he did not 
create a new type of song. Watchman’s 
songs had then been popular for many 
centuries. The watchman’s song was one 
of the favourite forms cultivated by 
those courtly singers of the Middle Ages 
who were called “troubadours” in France 
and “Minnesaenger’ in Germany. The 
“Alba” of the former or “Taglied” of the 
latter always depicted those hours just 
before sunrise when the watchman blows 
his horn to announce the rising day. 
Some of the later Minnesaenger even 
introduced an actual horn part in their 
watchman’s songs in order to present the 
situation more realistically. In medieval 
cities the watchman’s horn announced 
not only the arrival of an enemy, but in 
war or peace it signalled the hours of 
the day (even as factory whistles serve 
many people to-day as a call to rise or to 
go to lunch). The songs of the medieval 
knights were indeed of a secular nature. 
Generally they are about two lovers who 
by the watchman’s horn are warned of 
the day approaching. But the same theme 
was translated into the spiritual realm 
when the Reformation produced a beauti- 
ful harvest of hymns and drew on many 
of the themes and patterns available in 
medieval folksong both sacred and secu- 
lar. The watchman theme was supremely 
fitted for the message of the Reformation. 
A new day was dawning for Christendom. 
The dark night of the Middle Ages was 
passing away. The light of ‘the Gospel 
had again been placed on the candle 
stick. The time had come for all to awake 
out of their spiritual slumber. The shoe- 
maker-poet Hans Sachs sang of Luther: 
“Awake now comes again the day, in ver- 
dant hedge I hear a lay Sung by a won- 
drous nightingale.” Luther’s friend and 
musical adviser Johann Walter sounded 
this call vigorously in two of his hymns; 
“Wake Up, Wake Up, Thou German 
Folk” and “Arise, Arise, This Day Re- 
joice.” The opening strains of these 
hymns sound like a reveille blown on the 
trumpet. 

But it took the fervent imagination of 
a Nicolai to connect this theme with the 
Parable of the Ten Virgins. In a grand 
vision he sees the watchmen on the walls 
of Jerusalem as they warn the sleeping 
church to make ready in order to receive 
the heavenly bridegroom Jesus Christ. 


f. 
f 
! Singing the Hymn 

Our hymn sings of the “watchmen who 
are crying on the heights”. But it not 
only records their message. In itself it 
is the “thrilling cry” of the watchmen 
over Jerusalem. We cannot sing it rightly 
unless we realize that singing it, we 
ourselves are assuming the task of these 
watchmen. We must sound forth this 
hymn as an urgent call to awaken all the 
people (ourselves and others) from spir- 
itual sleep and apathy. 

The melody helps us to do this. Its 
free swinging rhythm (notice the absence 
of a time-signature and of bar-lines; the 
double-bar merely marks the end of a 
phrase) serves to emphasize the import- 
ant words. Its opening motive with its 
ascent on the notes of the triad has the 
brassy brightness of a clarion call. Other 
hymns may move in small and timid 
steps, but this one scans a tenth in bold 
intervals. And the bugle-like strains lead 
easily up to a high e. Nor is the descent 
of the first phrase (on “Awake, Jerusalem, 
At Last”) any less definite and firm- 
footed than its beginning. One must 
sense the joyous and exultant curve of 
this phrase: the triumphant first three 
notes, the fluttering slur on “flying”, the 
towering “heights” on that word, giving 
the climax of the line, and the metallic 
fourths on “Awake, Jerusalem At Last”. 

In order to grasp the rhythmical out- 
line, it must be realized that the half-note 
is the metrical unit. All half notes should 
receive a little stress, while the quarter 
notes should be sung very lightly and 
easily. They must never be scanned with 
the steps of marching feet in mind (as 
e.g. in “Onward Christian Soldiers”) but 
be touched upon gently as with the 
light steps of a man who takes a run in 
order to jump. 

The first two phrases (to the words 
“night is past”) contain the call to 
awake. They will properly be sung clear- 
ly and loudly. The next two lines give 
some information to those who have been 
awakened. Musically too they lack the 
high tension of the opening lines. They 
should therefore be sung slightly softer. 
But with the sudden “Hallelujah!” The 
note of joy breaks through again. The 
jubilation rises at the thought of the “mar- 
riage feast”. And the firm descent (known 
to us from the end of the first phrase) 
fittingly stresses the “must” of the clos- 
ing line: “For ye must go to meet Him 
there”. 

There is something breathless in this 
melody which should not be lost in sing- 
ing it. We must sing it “standing up”, 
not only physically, but mentally and 
spiritually. We may not even “sit down” 
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at the ends of the phrases. Only as we feel 
the breathless excitement and desperate 
urgency of the watchman, will we be able 
to sing this hymn properly. But then we 
will learn to treasure it as the greatest 
Advent hymn. : 

Certainly, this hymn is anything but 
stuffy and outworn, anything but a relic 
from horse-and-buggy days that we ought 
to preserve with reverence, anything but 
a museum piece to be kept under glass. 
It fits right into our time. For also today 
the Lutheran Church. is a church under 
the cross, opposed and denounced by 
aggressive Catholicism and liberal Pro- 
testantism, harried and in danger of her 
very life in her ancient strongholds in 
Europe. Never was the need for her 
members greater to “awake” from their 
spiritual slumber and apathy. May this 
hymn serve again today as the voice of 
the prophet and watchman who sounds 
the horn and cries to Jerusalem: “Wake, 
awake, for night is flying.” 


© SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
An excerpt from Philip Nicolai’s “Mirror of Joy”: 
“In such grief and sorow as reigned here in 
Unna, when frequently more than 20 or 30 
bodies were buried in the graveyard right close 
to my house, I had to wrestle with thoughts 
of death all the time. I felt ike King Hezekiah 
when Isaiah said to him: ‘Set thine house in 
order for thou shalt die and not live’ (Isaiah 
38:1). The plague came over the city, storm- 
ing and raging like an implacable downpour 
and thunderstorm. It left no house immune and 
' broke at last also into my home. People felt 
as Moses writes: ‘In the morning thou shalt 
say: Would God it were even! And at even 
thou shalt say: Would God it were moming’ 
(Deuteronomy 28:67) Of friends and 
relatives we heard nothing but sickness and 
death. I, too, did receive sad news about 
several sisters and relatives of mine who had 
become victims of the plague. This added to 
my grief and caused me all the more to tum 
every thought, heart, and mind away from the 
world. I found nothing sweeter and dearer 
than to meditate on the noble, high article of 
eternal life, secured unto us through the blood 
of Christ. This article I kept in my heart day 
and night searching the Scriptures and St. 
Augustine, and day by day I wrote down what 
I had found during my night watches. Thank 
God, I kept well, glad of heart, joyful in spirit, 
and content, and named my notes ‘The Mirror 
of Joy’. Now the gracious God has preserved 
me from the terrible scourge in the midst of 
dying, so that I can speak with David: ‘O 
Lord, my God, I cried unto Thee, and Thou 
hast healed me—I will take the cup of salva- 
tion and call upon the Name of the Lord’ 
(Psalms 30:2; 116:13).” 


© HEAR THE WORD 

Ezekiel 3:16-21. The responsibility of a Chris- 
tian for the life of his fellowman is certainly 
frightening. If we take this passaze to heart, 
we will better understand the burden that lies 
on the heart of our pastor, and perhaps we will 
wish in some way to help him bear this bur- 
den and share his responsibility. 


Mark 13:32-37. Two facts concerning Christ’s 
return at the end of time are stressed in the 
Bible time and again. The one is the certainty 
of His return, the other the uncertainty of the 
exact time of this event. Our task is therefore 
not to presume to’ know or leam what even 
the Son of God had not learned, but to live 
always as though to-morrow was the Last Day. 
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Luke 14:15-24, Jesus tells us that He will 
return at the most unexpected time. But also 
during this earthly life, God’s call reaches us 
often at the most inconvenient moment. Only if 
in this life we have learned to drop all other 
matters upon a call from the Lord, are we 
likely to be ready when He calls us for the 
last time. 


I Thessalonians 5:1-8. The light gives cheer 
and warmth. But it can also become very un- 
comfortable to the man who wants to hide 
something or to do evil under the cover of 
darkness. No human life is without faults or 
stains. But it is useless to try and hide these 
from the all-seeing eye of God. Let us now 
own up to them so that we may wa!k in the 
light and fearlessly meet the light of the 
Judgment Day. 


I .Corinthians 2:9-16. Many secrets of the 
world have been unraveled by the restless mind 
of man and science has penetrated into some 
of the most baffling mysteries of the universe. 
But the mysteries of heaven yield not the 


: y 
curiosity and inquisitiveness of man. The love: 
of God is the only key that unlocks the unseen, 
and unheard of glories of heaven. 


Revelation 16;6-9. Everyone knows the story of | 
poor despised Cinderella whom the prince loved | 
and took as his bride to the castle. Mankind is ; 
such a Cinderella, sitting in the ashes of his» 
burnt-up~ hopes and desires. But Christ, the; 
heavenly Bridegroom takes despised humanity, | 
raises it from the ashes, clothes it in the white : 
garment of forgiveness, and allows it to bear} 
His name, the name of Christian. 


Revelation 21:10-21. Some folks nourish a se- - 
cret fear that heaven will be marked by a dull, , 
stiff, and monkish piety, and unbearably boring | 
in the long run. But the psalmist says: “In | 
Thy presence is fulness of Joy at Thy right | 
hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm | 
16:11) and John’s vision describes a scene of * 
such luxurious beauty that eternity will not be : 
too long to find ever greater joy in the sights ; 
of heaven. 
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“CHRIST, THE SAVIOUR, IS BORN” 


Isaiah 9:6, 7; Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-14 
By SISTER PEARLE N. LYERLY, Washington, D. C. 2 


© THE PROGRAM 

Prelude 

Call to Worship: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Leader: The Prophets fortell the coming 
of the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 
Let us hear about their prophecies 
and the message they have for us 
today. 

Leaguer I: Yesterday and Today: 

About seven hundred years before 
the birth of Christ, we see a strange 
parallel of our own age. A mad scram- 
ble for wealth and pleasure, a scram- 
ble which made the rich richer and 
the poor poorer. There was fear in 
the hearts of men either because of 
the desiré of all to rule themselves, or 
to seek for the highest place at the 
price of another’s life. There were the 
selfish, and the self-sufficient. To such 
a people Isaiah appeared with his 
message. Let us hear again the mes- 
sage, and see how it applies to our 
day, as the promise of a Saviour is 
given. 

Leaguer II: Read Isaiah 9:6. 
Leader: God’s Promises Made Sure: 

Today we recall some of the pro- 
mnises which God made to men through 
His Word, down through the centuries, 
not only to Israel, but to men of all 
ages. Men and women of God have 
found these promises an inspiration, 
they have renewed their courage and 
have been fresh, vitalizing zeal to 
serve. Today we are called to rethink 
our plans and purposes in the world. 
We are God’s instruments to bring Sal- 


t 


vation to the world. Let us hear again 
the Prophet, Isaiah as he foretells the 
coming of salvation to a sin sick world, 

Leaguer II: Isaiah 9:7. - 

Leader: 
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and 

cheer 
Our spirits by Thine Advent here; 
And drive away the shades of night, 
And pierce the clouds and bring us 
light. 

Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel, 
Shall come to Thee, O Israel. 

Leader: Let us pray—We lift our hearts 
to Thee, Our Father in heaven for 
Thy revelation to us through Thy Son, 
Jesus Christ. We thank Thee for the 
rays of light shining in darkness, 
through Thy prophets, and for the ful- 
fillment of Thy Word. May the light 
of the Child of Bethlehem pierce the 
darkness in our lives, take away the 
fear in our hearts; and destroy the 
selfish desires in our thoughts. Give 
us a new spirit overflowing with love 
for others, and for the cause of Thy 
Kingdom on earth. All this we pray in 
the name of Jesus, the Babe of Beth- 
lehem. Amen. 

Hymn: “Rejoice, All Ye Believers” 

Leaguer II—Prophecies Fulfilled— 
St. Luke 2:1-20 
St. Matthew 2:1-14 

The Presentation of the Topic 

Special Music 

The Offering 

Announcements 

Closing Hymn 


@ PARTS TO BE INSERTED 7 
Foretold by the Prophets 
God’s plan for the world, and the re- 
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emption of mankind was foretold by 
the prophets. In addition to the ones 


_-we have already heard, there were others _ 


ke Amos and Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
_ Micah. Today we know that all the 
_ words spoken regarding Christ’s coming 
have been fulfilled. The Prince of Peace 
has come to the world, some of God’s 
o children have received Him. Yet there 
a are many who have accepted the advan- 
~ tages of a Christian community, but have 
A not accepted Christ as their personal Sa- 
“4 yiour. Let us invite The Babe of Bethle- 
hem to our hearts as we celebrate His 
%, ‘birthday and pray “O Come To My 
Heart Lord Jesus”. Let us review the 
_ real meaning of His coming again as we 
_ sing together— 


_ Hymn: “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 
‘ Announced by the Angel 
~The “Good Tidings” which were pro- 


- claimed by the angel, the messenger of 
‘ -God,were not only the announcement of 
- Christ’s birth, but the fulfillment of all 
_ prophecy. The two words “good tidings” 
~ not only caught the thrill of the present, 
- but all of the past, the revelation of God 
_ for the present, and the meaning of 
_ eternity were bound together for all men. 
What a broadcast announcer the angel 
Gabriel was when he told the shepherds 
the good news-on that first Christmas 
Night. Many voices are heard today on 
the air-waves, but none are able to bring 
“Deace’” to the hearts of men as did 
Gabriel’s message that starry night. 


Understood by the Shepherds 
There were hearts in tune with the 
heavenly plan while out on the hill side 
with the sheep. As David, the Psalmist 
~ and shepherd, received strength when he 
changed the psalms, so did the men who 
“were watching their sheep chant those 
poems of the Jewish Hymnbook, as they 
watched their sheep. We think little of 
their preparation for that great night, yet 
we know God revealed Himself to those 
who were prepared for His message. We 
have reason to believe that as Mary, the 
handmaiden of the Lord, was selected as 
the virgin to bring God to the earth, be- 
cause of her devotion to her Lord; so 
the humble shepherds too, were filled 
with the spirit of the God of Abraham, 
and of Isaac and of David, and were 
ready to understand the meaning of the 
message of the angels. The shepherds did 
not tarry to talk over the meaning, but 
that inner urge directed them to say 
“Tet us go and See”. Their expectations 
were rewarded, their heart longings were 
satisfied, their belongings shared as the 
first gift was presented to the “Babe of 
Bethlehem”. 
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Proclaimed by a Star 

All the earth, the heavens, the angels, 
and men were used to announce the 
birth of a Saviour. The words of the 
Psalmist “The heavens declare the glory 
of God” were never as true and more 
meaningful than on that Christmas night 
when the Wise Men saw the Star, under- 
stood its meaning, and started on their 
way to find a King. How symbolic that 
a light which had been flickering in the 
hearts of the prophets through the years, 
should bring to the wise men their means 
of travel to Bethlehem, 

The rays of that same light continue to 
pierce the darkness today, and at each 
Christmas-tide we find a renewed spirit 
of the Christ in the hearts of men. 

As with gladness men of old Did that 

guiding star behold 

As with joy they hailed its light, Lead- 

ing onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious God, may we Ever- 

more be led to Thee. 
Hymn: “O Thou, Who By a Star Didst 

Guide”. 


_Worshiped by the Wise Men 

As Abraham traveled a long, long jour- 
ney to the land promised by God; so the 
Wise men, felt the urge, prepared for the 
journey, traveled the long distance to 
find the King promised by the prophets. 

They Came. This meant much hard- 
ship, because of the travel over the desert; 
and it was necessary to discontinue their 
business for an indefinite period in order 
to take the journey to Bethlehem. 

They brought. their gifts. This they 
had learned from the kings of their coun- 
try. When a king went to visit another 
ruler in authority, costly presents were 
taken as a special favor. So gifts of gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh were pre- 


pared and carried to the King of Kings. ° 


They worshipped. There was present 
the spirit of humility, and at the sight of 
the Babe, the King of kings, the wise men 
fell to their knees in adoration and wor- 
ship. They forgot their prestige. They 
were different from other kings—because 
they were minus the pomp and show 
which were usually present with other 
visitations. Their humility made their 
worship of the New King an inner ex- 
pression of divine love. Their gifts were 
symbolic of their sincerity. 

When men truly worship the presence 
of humility, love, and a desire to share 
their gifts reflect the true sincerity. Men 
really live when their gifts are shared in 
the Master’s service. The teaching of 
Christ “it is more blessed to give than to 
receive” was experienced by the shep- 
herds and the wise men when Jesus came 
to earth. 


As they offered gifts most rare, 
At that manger rude and bare; 

So may we, with holy joy, 

Pure, and free from sin’s alloy. 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 


Enriched by Christ, the Saviour 

In Art. The artists have caught the 
meaning of “the Christ” and have given - 
to the world their interpretation on can- 
vass. What a wealth of pictures have 
crowded our galleries since that first 
Christmas Night. Our souls are enriched 
when we look upon the famous madon- 
nas, the nativities, the angel choirs, and 
hundreds of other subjects which have 
found their way into the galleries of the 
world. The message of the artists truly 
speak to our souls today. 

In Music. The musicians have set to 
music their inner-most feelings and con- 
gregations, choirs, and choruses have 
been touched with the beauty of Christ- 
mas Music. As the angels announced in 
song the birth of a Saviour, so the hearts 
of men today echo and re-echo the 
Christ-mass spirit through the great songs 
and hymns, the cantatas and anthems. 
The musical world is so much richer, 
because Jesus came to earth as a Babe. 

The Healing Touch. That light, that 
flickered from the throne of God and was 
reflected in the life of our Saviour on 
earth, has never ceased to burn its way 
into the hearts of men. That touch of the 
healing hand, the look of the sympathetic 
eye, the understanding of human suffer- 
ing have continued to grow in the hearts 
of those who have truly received Christ 
in their lives. At this Christmastide as we 
celebrate again the birth of our Saviour, 
may we all rededicate our lives to His 
mission in the world, and permit His 
beauty, His music, His healing touch to 
work in and through us, so that the earth 
will become His Power, His glory and 
His dwelling place. 


Cross-Word Puzzle Solution 
(See Page 11) 
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Building and Balancing The Budget 
(Continued from Page 23) 
expensive of all luxuries—keeping up with the Joneses! 

“But why budget at all? Isn’t it a lot of work? Why not 
just spend the money you've got and be done with it?” 
With that comment many a household goes its way and 
lets things more or less take care of themselves. 

Actually budgeting is more than a matter of convenience 
or economy. It involves Christian stewardship. 

It has already been suggested that a regular benevolence 
item belongs in the family budget. The traditional ten per- 
cent is a good rule to begin with. When you give a por- 
tion of your income for Christian work you take on a 
share of the mighty enterprises of the Christian church. 
When you do this regularly as a part of your family’s 
financial program you are suggesting and implementing 
the part your faith plays in your family’s life and your 
family’s world. 

But the sums thus given do not by any means repre- 
sent the full extent of our Christian stewardship. Actually 
Christians are stewards of all their money, all their pos- 
essions. They have a responsibility not only to give a por- 
tion of their income for the direct work of the Lord but 
also to dispose of all their money in such ways and for 
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INTERMEDIATE 
YOUNG NATHAN 


By Marion Marsh Brown 


Westminster Press $2.50 


This is an exciting story of one of our nation’s heroes, 
Nathan Hale. This is written in a way that keeps the reader 
{interested through to the last page. It is well written and 
the descriptions are vivid. 


It should help to make history more interesting. 


SENIOR 
JOE AND BOB ON NORTHLAND TRAILS 
By Charles E. Davis 
162 Pages $2.50 


A fascinating story of fun, rivalry and adventure during two 
glorious weeks spent in the Wisconsin Lake area. Bob and Joe 
camped in this area when they caught many fish, shot danger- 
ous rapids in a canoe and helped put out a forest fire. A great 
story by a High School teacher, 
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YOUNG PEOPLE 
YOU CAN’T WIN 


By Ernest E. Blanche 
Public Affairs Press 155 Pages $2.00 


This book gives in plain language all the facts and fallacies 
on the varied and complicated gambling practices which are 
now prevalent. Its scientific information gives the lie to the 
erroneous belief that is so common that luck plays an import- 
ant part in winning and gambling. Any who want to look 
at the thing realistically, from the sheer standpoint of the odds 
being against them, should not miss this book. It presents a 
trenchant case against gambling. 
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such values as accord with God’s will. The money you | 
spend on a cheap, trashy book encourages the production | 
of such literature and at the same time fails to support! 
the publication of good books. Every penny you spend | 
lends economic encouragement to the production of more } 
of the same. What kind of enterprises and values are you | 
voting for with your money? This is the key to our stew- : 
ardship of money—that we use it all along the line to) 
support the things which are not only essential but also | 
wholesome, good, and worthwhile. 

Now budgeting is fulfilling this responsibility. In thus ; 
developing a financial plan, a family brings its intelligence : 
and its principles to bear on the disposition of its income. | 
By this means it is possible for a Christian family to spend | 
its money in a Christian way for Christian things. The : 
family which budgets is in a position to evaluate its many | 
wants and use its financial resources to serve its most | 
important wants most effectively. This is to be a faithful, 
grateful steward of all the bounties with which God 
blesses us. 
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